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Going Deeper

By Gail Reid

Seeking personal and
congregational grounding

here was no overhead screen
with words superimposed on
beautiful photos, no comfort-
able seats, no smiling ushers,
no hymn books and no worship band or
musical accompaniment. We sat in hard-
back wooden chairs in a room sparsely
furnished with no rug on the wooden
floor. Two or three of the men present
periodically read something that moved
them from their well-worn Bibles; oth-
ers began a chorus or hymn,

From

the Editor

meditation and solitude — all meant to
nurture one’s inner spiritual life.
Another movement is occurring
among evangelical congregations. After
decades of embracing the “seeker-sen-
sitive” model for drawing newcomers
into church, originator Willow Creek
Church admits it may not enable spiri-
tual growth. In “Ideas Prompt Shift in
Church Methods, ” Doris Fleck covers
ways that Evangelicals are adjusting to
this challenge by develop-

drawing the gathering into Evangeh?als ing effective strategies to
four-part harmony. are seekmg encourage true discipleship

I sat silent, absorbing increased through spiritual growth
their words, trying to clear intima cy and a new commitment to

the lump in my throat. In
this stark place, what made
me want to know more and
know it deeply? It was the authenticity
of those believers.

Decades later I often wonder what
strangers think when they come into our
churches. Whatever the worship expres-
sion, those who are unfamiliar with the
presence of Christ in their lives may find
themselves feeling out of place. No mat-
ter how hard we try to “get it right” there
will be a dissonance — between their hun-
ger within and what we appear to offer.
However, what can bridge this gap is the
authenticity of the believers present.

Faith Today’s cover story, “Hungry
for God” by Dayna Mazzuca, tracks an
important movement towards enriching
this authenticity. Evangelicals are seek-
ing more intimacy and depth in their
relationship with God by developing
spiritual disciplines. While the impor-
tance of doctrine is still foundational,
a new hunger for structured ways to
draw closer to God is drawing them into
practices such as lectio divina, retreats,

with God

“missional” faith.

Others suggest congre-
gations consider both age
and gender issues. In “Risking Signifi-
cance,” Ben Chandler raises the con-
trasting spiritual needs of young and
old, male and female.

Someone who has lived through
all of these shifts is evangelical theolo-
gian J.L. Packer, author of the classic
Knowing God. In an exclusive inter-
view with Faith Today, Packer can-
didly outlines the present struggles
faced by Evangelicals within The
Anglican Church of Canada. Because
of his stand for the historic and biblical
definition of marriage, Packer has gone
from respect within his denomination
to being charged with the “presump-
tion of abandonment of the exercise of
ministry.” His comments challenge us
to go deeper into our own faith and to
seek out the spiritual discipline needed
to strengthen it.

Gail Reid is managing editor of Faith
Today and director of communications for
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.
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Letters

Islam in Canada

Re: Getting to Know Our Muslim Neigh-

bours (Mar/Apr 2008)

Much as I agree with Alan Guenther that

we need to reach out to Muslims, we

should not ignore the following points.
We can no more separate Muslims

from Islam than we can separate Chris-

tians from the teachings of Jesus.

Islam is not merely a religion; it is also
a political system. There is no separation
of “Church and State” in the vast major-
ity of Islamic countries.

Guenther’s statement “Muslims be-
lieve God sent revelations to Muhammad™
implies that God and Allah are the same
person. Not so — Allah is not the God of
the Bible and not the God Christians wor-
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ship. God hasa Son
while, according to
the Qur’an, Allah
can have no son.
To quote Rob-
ert Spencer, an

American expert
on jihad: “[T]he

Qur’an, the Ha-

diths... bear witness that Islam has a de-

veloped doctrine, theology and law that
mandate violence against unbelievers.”

H. J. (HERMAN) DoST

Ignace, Ont.

No Seeker Apology

Re: Religion Watch (Mar/Apr 2008)

I applaud James Beverley for writing a
more balanced article than others I have
read about Bill Hybels’ “confession.” But
I question lines like these: “Hybels dis-
covered that key practices of the seeker-
sensitive paradigm had not worked” and
“One of North America’s major churches
now admits flaws in its seeker-sensitive
model.” This is not true.

I heard Hybels speak last summer and
it seems to me the Christian media have
ended up missing the message altogether.
Those who read the book Reveal will real-
ize that what Willow Creek Church has
discovered primarily is that it failed to train
believers to feed themselves spiritually.

This has nothing to do with being
seeker sensitive and everything to do with
missing a key ingredient of discipleship —
a mistake any church could make, seeker
sensitive or seeker repulsive.

Hybels never once apologized for
being seeker sensitive yet that is exactly
what Christian writers are telling us he
did. This is gravely unfortunate as now it
will add fuel to the fire of those churches
who believe the world should adapt their
language, their musical style, their “cul-
ture” in order to be Christian.

Lappreciate that Beverley did extend
Willow some grace but he could have
been more accurate.

TRACY OTTENBREIT
Slave Lake, Alta.
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Baptism

Re: Ask a Theologian (Mar/Apr 2008)

I appreciated Stan Fowler’s article in
which he suggests baptism does relate to
the question of a person receiving salva-
tion through faith in Jesus Christ.

Many Evangelicals presume that a
person is saved “by faith alone” and yet
many New Testament passages are not
so simple.

For example, can we have saving
faith without repentance? Can a person
claim salvation without open confession
of Christ as Lord? What about remain-
ing faithful to God until we leave this
world (Revelation 2:10, 1 Corinthians
15:2)? And to a similar degree, can
there be saving faith without baptism?
As Fowler pointed out, 1 Peter 3:21 as-
sociates baptism with salvation and the
resurrection power of Christ in us.

Of course we can take any one of these
elements and stress it without due regard
to others. This would be twisting Scripture
to agree with our own particular under-
standing of how one is saved.

I believe we should accept each of
these as parts of a whole that defines con-
version to Jesus Christ. Receiving salva-
tion is more than simply raising a hand,
going forward for prayer or reciting the
“sinner’s prayer.”

GEORGE REPETSKI
Toronto, Ont.

Climate Change

Re: A Primer on Climate Change (Jan/
Feb 2008)

I am deeply disappointed in the posi-
tion taken on climate change. This issue
is being badly handled by non-scientific
people egged on by the media and people
like Al Gore who have personal and finan-
cial gain from it.

Clearly the world is warming and has
been for centuries as the melting of the
ice cap over North America testifies. The
Earth has heated and cooled many times
since its creation and this is just another
natural cycle.

Kyoto and other world agreements

will do nothing to change the climate but
could well improve the urban air pollu-
tion problem on which big cities are chok-
ing. This however is a localized issue and
does not need to be dealt with on a world-
wide scale.

The dictators and powerful people
in poor countries will profit from money
transfers. Their people will continue to
suffer from lack of industrial progress.
And rich countries will suffer under the
load of the financial transfer of funds.

God is still and always will be in con-
trol of the climate of the world. Let’s not
be messing in His affairs!

BRYAN ST GEORGE
Kelowna, B.C.

I’m glad Christians care about climate
change but, although it’s a very import-
ant issue and very worthy of debate and
inspection, there is a greater crisis loom-
ing: global poverty.

A global carbon credit emissions
program (if embraced) could lift many
yet impoverished countries out of their
gloom and the debt with which we have
saddled them.

Though it’s true the obstacles are im-
mense, this is really the true benefit of ad-
dressing the global warming issue.

For the first time in history, thanks
to technology, impoverished countries
are quickly becoming aware of the true
disparity that exists between the rich and
themselves. If we don’t solve this crisis first,
we needn’t worry about the climate issue as
there may be little left to save by then.

JasoN HENN
Airdrie, Alta.

Big Pharma

Re: Faith in Health Care (Jan/Feb 2008)
This article dealt with some ethical issues
facing medical caregivers but did not deal
with the elephant in the living room: the
conflict of interest between the pharma-
ceutical industry and the purveyors of
their goods, medical doctors. The enorm-
ous problems caused by the industry’s in-
fluence have been documented by all top-

Milestones

Awarded: Dr. Peter Mahaffy, a chemistry
professor at the King’s University Col-
lege in Edmonton, with a 3M Canada
Teaching Fellowship. The Fellowship,
regarded as Canada’s top teaching
award, honours educational leadership
and excellence in undergraduate teach-
ing. This is the first time a teacher from
a faith-based institution has received the
3M award. King’s is also the smallest
university to have a 3M award winner

on its faculty. www.kingsu.ca

drawer, peer-reviewed medical journals
as being incongruent with evidence-based
medicine and good care.

Christian physicians should be the
first to confront this problem. Medicine’s
dirty little secret is that standard business
practices include the giving and receiv-
ing of gifts, meals, trips south and cold
hard cash to doctors in order to maintain
Big Pharma’s position and profits. This is
influence peddling of the highest order,
which in other industries is referred to as
bribery and corruption.

I am puzzled by the lack of discern-
ment of those involved who are blind to
these principalities and powers. While I
am not surprised at the industry continu-
ing to conduct its business affairs this way,
itis sad that believers would compromise
their personal and professional integrity
for a free meal and a few trinkets. It would
be timely for those in the Christian med-
ical community to deal with the real eth-
ical issue affecting health care today.

STUART KINSINGER
Thornhill, Ont.

Contact Faith Today

Letters to the editor must be signed
and have the writer’s address if for pub-
lication. Please include a daytime phone
number. Letters may be edited for length
or clarity. Opinions are the writer’s own.

e Letters to the editor and writing
queries:_FTeditor@efc-canada.com

e Subscriptions and address changes:
ft@efc-canada.com

e Advertising: FTads@efc-canada.com

Or write to: M.LLP. Box 3745, Markham,
ON L3R 0Y4. Fax: 905-479-4742.
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Ministry Reaches

Skaters

=

hen Dean Dahl began his
work with Young Life of
Canada’s programs for teen-

agers, he tried to get the group of skate-
boarders he hung out with interested
in the organization. He quickly discov-

Derek Epp blasts off at Skatelife’s skate camp.

ered that skateboarding was their pri-
mary passion. Dahl concluded Young
Life would have to cater the ministry to
skaters or lose them. “We realized God
was placing us skateboarding leaders
in the middle of the skate scene,” Dahl



http://www.followme.ca

says. “Our skate ministry
started from there.”

Skatelife, a division of
Young Life’s ministry to
young people, launched 15
years ago. Today, Skatelife
builds community in Can-
ada’s skateboarding scene
through weekly skate
clubs, skate contests,
summer and winter skate
camps and service trips to
help skaters in low-income
communities in Canada
and around the world.
They currently have three
staff and ministries in Vic-
toria, Vancouver, Abbots-
ford, Kelowna and Prince
George in British Colum-
bia and in Edmonton.

Dahl has seen a lack of
positive male role models
in the lives of many of the
skaters he works with, and
so Young Life’s work tends
to focus on young men and
boys, many of whom have
no father figures. “[Skat-
ers] need to learn that
God wants to be a Father
to them,” says Dahl, who
has been a skater for 18
years. “We can be a wit-
ness to that as older guys
sharing and living the gos-
pel in front of them. Young
guys today are lost in many
ways. This can literally
save their lives as well as
bring hope in a world of
despair.”

The ministry has seen
many positive success stor-
ies of youth developing as
skaters and sharing their faith in Christ
as pro skaters, and skate shop and com-
pany owners. “One amazing blessing is
to reach out to kids, see them begin a
relationship with Jesus and grow into
men of God,” says Dahl. (Visit www.
skatelife.ca.) H —NI1PA MUKERJI

Canadian Romance Writer

Shares Her Heart

ne of the most prolific writers of Christian romance
O lives tucked away in the back roads of Neerlandia,

Alta. Carolyne Aarsen will soon have 24 books to
her name.

Aarsen’s latest release The Price of Fame came out in
February of this year. Her next book Finally a Family, in the
Harlequin series for Christians called Love Inspired, is due
in June. Aarsen will also be keynote speaker at the Word
Guild’s annual Write! Canada conference in Guelph, Ont.,
in June.

“My devotional time is vital to my writing career and
my life,” Aarsen says. “I am still reaching for the ultimate
relationship with Christ, still trying to make Him King over
all areas of my life.”

Working on her own, as many writers do, is a challenge
for Aarsen: “This has the potential to create a crazy lady
who talks to herself while vacuuming around the piles of
books dominating every empty space in the house.” And
despite the countless books she has authored, Aarsen says
it took some time to get the initial one published. “My writ-
ing career started with a correspondence writing course.”
It was through a subsequent course that she wrote her first
book, which was purchased five years later by the Love
Inspired line. Aarsen says her main writing goal is to “take
people on an honest journey that might make them laugh
or cry but will challenge them to enjoy the fearsome power
of faith and the people God puts in their lives.”

Itis a journey Aarsen is on herself as she finds hope in God'’s forgiving love:
“He loves me in spite of not only the darkness of my soul but also the foolish-
ness of it. That gives me great comfort.” i —EMILY WIERENGA

| have no

greater joy
than to hear
that my
children are

walking in
the truth.
~ 3John 1:4 TNIV

PHOTO: ROB ROBOTHAM
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Kingdom Matters

Sisters Use Art to Raise Awareness

e :
A ko

Art is more than a hobby — it's a way to change the world: Marcie Rice (far left), Julie Rohr (far right) and two orphan children.

and her 21-year-old sister, Mar-

cie Rice, who attend Edmonton’s
City Centre Church, art is a way to
change the world.

Last August they put this philos-
ophy into action by spending a month
in Peru teaching orphans how to pho-
tograph and paint. Then they compiled
the pictures into a book and launched
it at an art show in December. The
book is entitled Mirada, which means
“Look!” in Spanish. So far the sisters
have raised more than $2,500 for Casa
de Paz, the orphanage for abused chil-
dren and pregnant teens where they

F or Edmonton’s Julie Rohr, 235,

spent their time. “I constantly find my-
self amazed at the children’s pictures,”
says Rohr. “They photograph what-
ever they find important or beautiful
without overthinking lighting, space
or proportion of the picture.”

“A highlight for me,” Rohr says,
“was working with a little boy named
Danilo, four years old, who was severely
abused before coming to Casa de Paz. 1
spent a few mornings with him to see
what kind of images he would capture.
The first morning he took 80 pictures of
his finger covering the lens! Some of the
photos he took were really beautiful.”

Peru was just the beginning of what

castle.ca.)

Rohr and Rice hope will be a lifelong
project of using art to raise awareness
of global issues.

The two have formed a non-profit
organization called Papercastle with the
intention of doing just that. The name
Papercastle, says Rice, “reminds us how
fragile life is and how one day everything
we work so hard to accomplish and cre-
ate is going to fade away. The only way
to change the world is by helping one
person at a time and doing all we can to
raise awareness and become conscious
global citizens.” (Copies of Mirada can
be purchased online at www.paper
—EMILY WIERENGA

Some Canadian Christian Farmers Grow Organic

fad; they’re a means to fulfilling God'’s vision for the

Earth, says the Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario
(CFFO).

Since 1954 the CFFO has, according to its website, at-

tempted to enable farmers to work out their Christian faith in

their vocation as citizens and to develop policy applications of

O rganic vegetables are more than just a passing health

12 / Faithloday May / June 2008

the Christian faith to agriculture. “God has given farmers the
primary responsibility to lead, develop and conserve agricultural
resources and to do so in partnership with consumers,” says
John Clement, CFFO’s general manager.

These days this translates into organic farming and “other
means of environmental stewardship within agriculture.” In rare
cases where the use of chemicals is necessary, Clement says, the
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Filmmaker Focuses on Evolving Canadian Churches

oe Manafo is a

man on a mission

and lugging a
camera across Can-
ada. Based in Sar-
nia, Ont., Manafo
is lead pastor of a
church plant called
The Story. His ex-
perience planting a
church with a web-
site that describes

Joe Manafo (left) speaks to Nick Brotherwood from Emerge, an
Anglican church plant and one of the subjects in his film.

in earth-shattering ways but grabbing
from the best of Christian traditions and
slamming it into the present, balancing
this ancient stuff with modern. They are
churches that are very very contextual.”
Manafo and his team have 19 churches
on tape so far, ranging from Salvation
Army, Pentecostal, Anglican, Vineyard
and everything in-between. “We’re
trying to capture a broad range,” ex-
plains Manafo. “You couldn’t put these
churches side by side and say they are
the same. It’s not one size fits all.” (For
information about Manafo’s film or

b A

“life as a spiritual journey ... a road
trip of sorts” has led him on his own
ongoing road trip, documenting what
he views as new church forms evolving
across Canada.

The end result, Manafo hopes, will
be a unique documentary ready for re-
lease in the fall of 2008 called One Size
Fits All? Exploring New and Evolving
Forms of Church in Canada. The ques-
tion mark in the title is intentional. “With
these communities, it is contextual based
on their neighbourhood, the leadership
and the vision. There is this stream that
connects these churches together, but
it is a mom and pop shop, a one-off,”
explains Manafo. The churches are all
doing different things in unique ways
that fit the needs and culture of their very
distinct locales.

The idea for the film began when
Manafo “called some church planters
across the country and realized that
God is doing a lot of very cool things
across Canada. We grabbed our camera
and our gear and hopscotched across
the country and gathered these stories
on what God is doing.” Manafo de-

scribes the churches filmed so far in his
independent production as “churches
that are doing things, not necessarily

how your church might fit in it, visit
www.onesizefitsall.ca.) M
—KAREN STILLER

Souls Harbour Rescue Mission LifeChange
Program Alumni of 2007

%

The adults pictured above committed one year of their lives to Regina-based Souls Harbour
Rescue Mission’s LifeChange Discipleship Program, designed for people suffering from life
controlling problems such as drug or alcohol abuse, joblessness, homelessness, mental
iliness, emotional breakdown, gambling, etc. The program helps participants gradually
work their way back into society and emphasizes a personal faith in Jesus Christ. Michelle
Porter, executive director of Souls Harbour, says that from this graduating class, “some are
already working, others are going to school and some are now on the staff of the mission!”
Over 1,200 people attended the graduation banquet. Juno Award-winning Christian musi-
cian Steve Bell performed and presented graduates with their certificates. [l —FT STAfF

CFFO believes there is “a responsible use of them according to
precautionary principles.”

Karen and Wayne Taylor of Auburn, Ont., farm with their
parents under the CFFO umbrella. They believe organic farming

is intrinsic to nature’s wholeness.

“We don’t see bombing the land with harsh chemical fer-
tilizers, herbicides and pesticides or accelerating beef growth
with steroid implants and high-protein grain supplements as in
keeping with the natural harmony of life,” says Wayne Taylor.

Not only do they sell free-range eggs year-round, but they offer
fresh organic produce from their garden every summer.

“God said we have dominion over all the beasts of the
field. That word ‘dominion’ does not mean to dominate or
lord over; it means we ‘keep’ the garden well. We nurture it as
God would see it nurtured ... with care, respect and patience,”
says Taylor.

Clement agrees: “It's really a blend of being good students
of both God'’s word and God's world.” B —EMILY WIERENGA
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The Gathering Place

How Churches Shape Culture

By Bruce J. Clemenger

Churches must play both pastoral and prophetic roles

o what extent are churches active participants in so-

ciety, helping to shape our culture? Many Canadians

say the Church is — or should be — on the margins of

culture where it may address matters of the soul but not
matters of the heart and mind. By “culture” I mean the “ideas,
images and institutions that shape what is thinkable and doable
at any given moment,” to use the words of David John Seel.

In Canadian history the Church has played three main
societal roles: priestly, prophetic and pastoral roles, accord-
ing to George Egerton, a Canadian history professor at the
University of British Columbia.

The priestly function — such as offering public prayers
and sanctioning or blessing state activity — is less common
and less welcome in secular societies. In Canada this priestly
role was often played by Roman Catholics or Anglicans.
Today the state is increasingly reluctant to request the par-
ticipation of a priest, and most churches prefer to keep a
critical distance. In the end, the priestly role is not one that
can be demanded by churches; it is one that a significant
population must request from political leaders.

The other two roles are more common today and more
relevant to the question of shaping culture.

In their cultural prophetic function, churches promote and
advocate for societal norms or principles taught in the Bible
and for policies that are consistent with these norms. Churches
appeal to the population to adhere to principles and affirm
attitudes that contribute to the betterment of individuals and
communities: the sanctity of human life, care for vulnerable
people and religious freedom, to name a few.

In the pastoral function, churches and their members care
for the needs of marginalized people: the alien, the widow, the
orphan, the poor. We care for broken people out of our own
brokenness and failure, knowing the forgiveness and grace
we have found in Christ.

The pastoral role is expressed in culture when churches

é]._ EFC The Evangalical
: Fellowship of Canada

Together for influence, impact and identity

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada is the national association of
Evangelicals, gathered together for influence, impact and identity in ministry
and public witness. Since 1964 the EFC has provided a national forum for
Evangelicals and a constructive voice for biblical principles in life and society.
Visit us at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca.
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cross the street and engage their neighbours in word and
deed, seeking to minister in the lives of individuals and com-
munities. It is affirmed when neighbours seek out pastors
and laypeople for counsel and spiritual guidance.

Often itis this expression of love that attracts people to the
message of a church, which is the gospel. Pastoral engagement
gives the church cultural authority in the eyes of others.

For the prophetic role to be effective, churches must have
authority to speak. Pastors have authority if they are faithful
interpreters of the text and tenets accepted by their congrega-
tions. Within groups who share no common text or religious
affirmation, the basis of cultural authority is different — it is
earned through service. A classic example is the authority
Mother Teresa earned by her years of service — audiences
gave her deference that no one else, whatever their position
or status, could expect.

In a post-Christian and secular society, being effective
in the prophetic role requires respect of others that is found
in presence, persistence and a form of engagement that has
the possibility of resonating across ideological, institutional
and ethnic lines.

Effectiveness in the prophetic role means using language
that is constructive, empowering and participatory, opening
up conversation and imagination rather than closing them
down. The prophetic voice must be persuasive, a voice that
proposes and does not seek to impose, one that is respected
both within and without the religious group. It must be a voice
empowered by the Spirit of God.

We do not engage in the pastoral role simply to enable the
prophetic, for that would be to misunderstand the nature of
both roles. But if our cultural authority is lacking, we need to
scrutinize not only the prophetic voice, our tone and timbre,
but also our commitment to the pastoral role.

Churches can be culture shapers but not through the ex-
ercise of power — this has always failed. Rather, our cultural
influence is a consequence of God’s love and grace expressed
in and through us.

Bruce J. Clemenger is the president of The Evangelical Fellowship
of Canada. Read the relevant presentation by George Egerton
at www.culturalrenewal.ca/downloads/sb_cultural renewal/
georgeegertoncalgary.pdf. Listen to David John Seel at www.

wrf.calthINK. More of Clemenger’s columns are online at www.
evangelicalfellowship.calclemenger.
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Join the Celebration

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada is encouraging
churches to hold local outreach and public celebrations of
Jesus during the three weeks after Pentecost (May 17-June
1). This initiative, held annually since 2003, is a catalyst to
draw people together in new ways to demonstrate God’s
love in local communities.

It’s a great opportunity to try new ideas, develop new
partnerships and strengthen existing networks. By participat-
ing with other churches locally and nationally, congregations
can enjoy a greater and more lasting positive impact from
their outreach. More details at www.celebration2008.ca.

Missional Church Project
The EFC launched a new project in March. The Missional
Church Initiative exists to facilitate dialogue around what
God is doing in and through His people across Canada.
Initiating conversations and building relationships
between missionally focused churches, denominations,
ministry/mission agencies and educational institutions will
cultivate insight and understanding of God’s great commis-
sion and commandment. More details at www.evangelical

EFC News

From 1975 to 1985 he influenced hundreds of preach-
ers as professor of pastoral studies at Tyndale (then Ontario
Theological Seminary). In his retirement he ministered at
Knox Church, Toronto. He authored many books and
pamphlets and was a gifted artist. He moved to Ottawa in
1999 to be near family.

Leading Women Awards

An awards program co-sponsored by the EFC and a dozen
other groups recognizes the achievements of Canadian women
every other year. Among the latest winners: Doris Olafsen of
Opportunity International Canada (business), Lorna Dueck
of ListenUp TV (media), Barbara Pell of Trinity Western Uni-
versity (education), Brenda Pue of Arrow Leadership (min-
istry), Del Bannerman of The Mustard Seed Street Ministry
(public service) and Jean Chamberlain Froese of Save the
Mothers (science). More details at www.evangelicalfellow

ship.ca/empowerment.

fellowship.ca/empowerment.

Success: Age of Consent
The EFC thanks the Canadian government for raising Can-
ada’s age of protection. New legislation that took effect Feb-
ruary 28 raises the age of consent to sexual activity with an
adult to 16 years from the previous 14.

The EFC has appeared numerous times before Parlia-
ment on this and related child protection issues, believing
that children are among society’s most vulnerable mem-
bers.

“This brings Canada’s law into alignment with much
of the world. This will help protect our children from adult
pedophiles and predators of pubescent youth,” said EFC
general legal counsel Don Hutchinson. More details at www.

evangelicalfellowship.ca/issues.

Former EFC President Dies
Mariano DiGangi, who served as president of the EFC from
1969 to 1971, died on March 18. A retired Presbyterian
minister, DiGangi was also chair of the Canadian Lausanne
Committee and a former professor of pastoral studies at
Tyndale University College and Seminary.

DiGangi grew up in New York City, pastored in Hamil-
ton, Ont., in the 1950s and *60s, and then in Philadelphia.
For 20 years he travelled the world as general secretary of
Interserve (then called the Bible and Medical Missionary
Fellowship).

His work with the EFC provided the stability and direc-
tion the five-year-old organization needed.

Vietnam Report Released

The EFC Religious Liberty Commission released a report
Feb. 27 entitled Religious Liberty for Protestants in Viet-
nam: A Summary of 2007 Progress. It reviews the ongo-
ing challenges of church registration, the situation in the
northwest mountainous region of Vietnam and the positive
impact of peaceful protests on policy changes. Download
for free at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/alerts.

Who's in Your Church’s
Neighbourhood?

Detailed statistics about individual neighbourhoods, based
on the 2006 Canadian census, are now available online from
Statistics Canada. It’s as simple as entering a postal code. Just
follow the links compiled by the EFC’s Centre for Research
on Canadian Evangelicalism: www.evangelicalfellowship.
ca/evangelicalism (click Statistics Canada Resources).

COMING EVENTS

Details at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/EFCevents or call
905-479-5885

¢ Christian Leaders Connection - This year’s travelling
EFC seminar for ministry leaders is called Shifts: Changing
Gears to Handle Issues Facing the Church in Canada Today.
EFC staff including President Bruce . Clemenger will discuss
law, religious freedom, public witness and spiritual trends.
In May: Abbotsford, Surrey and Maple Ridge, B.C. In June:
Toronto and Etobicoke, Ont.

¢ Forty-Day Prayer Ramp: Evangelism - More than
65 Canadian prayer networks plus hundreds of individual
believers have already committed themselves to pray for 40
days for the success of evangelistic efforts in Canada. April
23-June 1. H
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News Beat

Responding to Muslim Clerics

he World Evangelical Al-

liance (WEA) has joined a

growing list of Christian

groups responding to last
October’s public “declaration of the
common ground between Christianity
and Islam” by 138 Muslim scholars,
clerics and intellectuals.

The Muslim statement, A Common
Word Between Us and You, is available
at www.acommonword.com. More
than 50 Christian public responses are
listed at the Muslim group’s website.

The WEA response, published in
April, is titled We Too Want to Live
in Love, Peace, Freedom and Justice
(www.worldevangelicals.org/news/
view.htm?id=1707). It is signed by
Geoff Tunnicliffe, who is both direc-
tor of global initiatives for The Evan-
gelical Fellowship of Canada and also
international director of the WEA. Tt
was composed by various WEA lead-

ers including Drs. Thomas and Chris-
tine Schirrmacher of Germany.

Among other points, the WEA re-
sponse highlights Bible passages calling
believers to be peacemakers, outlines
a Christian view of love (Jesus’ death
on the cross is the greatest evidence for
God’s love for us; God’s love and for-
giveness enables our love for our neigh-
bour), calls for Christians in Muslim
countries to be allowed freedom of
religion, and asks Muslims to distin-
guish between Christianity and west-
ern culture, noting that most western
cultures increasingly reject Christianity
and most Christians live in non-western
countries.

The WEA has also been invited by
The Yale Center for Faith and Culture
to participate in a dialogue in July be-
tween 100 major Muslim leaders and
100 major Christian leaders.

Back in November the Yale Center

OBERAMMERGAU 2010
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published a response entitled Loving
God and Neighbour Together, available
at www.acommonword.com. It was
endorsed by more than 300 Christian
leaders, including Canadian Evangelicals
such as Geoff Tunnicliffe, James A. Bev-
erley and John G. Stackhouse Jr.

—BILL FLEDDERUS

Preparing for Truth Commission

boriginal and church leaders vis-

A ited Ottawa, Vancouver, Saska-
toon and Winnipeg in March.

Their brief tour (www.remembering

thechildren.ca) sought to draw public and

media attention to the upcoming work
of Canada’s Indian Residential Schools
Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

The commission is a federal govern-
ment body to be established later this year
and operate for five years as a safe place
for native people to share their stories.

Eventually the commission will re-
port to the Canadian public on what
happened in Indian residential schools
attended by First Nations, Inuit and
Meétis children between 1920 and
1996 and the controversial legacy of
these institutions.

The federal government co-operated
with Anglican, Presbyterian, Roman
Catholic and United churches in the
schools. Together with native groups
and other stakeholders, these bodies
agreed to an out-of-court Indian Resi-
dential Schools settlement in 2005 that
mandated the establishment of the com-
mission, among other activities.

The tour included Phil Fontaine,
national chief of the Assembly of First
Nations, and leaders from Anglican,
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and
United churches.

Members of the Aboriginal Min-
istries Council, a group facilitated by
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada,
attended the tour’s stop in Winnipeg,
and EFC staff attended the Ottawa
stop. They have also met with Canada’s
minister of Indian and Northern Af-
fairs, Chuck Strahl, to discuss matters
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Christians Win Juno Awards

at www.junoawards.ca.

out of a possible 5.0.

Learning Centre and Teen Challenge.

cccc.org/releases?2008-04-03.

anada’s mainstream music awards were an-
‘ nounced in April. Among the winners: Mea-
sha Brueggergosman of New Brunswick
(classical vocal album), Christos Hatzis of Ontario
(classical composition), Brian Doerksen of British Co-

lumbia (contemporary Christian/gospel album) and
Paul Brandt of Alberta (country recording). Details

Christian Workplace Winners
n annual program to highlight the Best Christian Places to Work in
A Canada recently announced the best of the 38 organizations that par-
ticipated this year. This list includes those that scored higher than 4.0

Six are based in Ontario: Bill Prankard Evangelistic Association, Compassion
Canada, Emmanuel Bible College, Leprosy Mission Canada, Medeba Adventure

From British Columbia: Alpha Ministries Canada, Canadian Conference
of Mennonite Brethren Churches, Focus on the Family Canada and Power to
Change Ministries (formerly Campus Crusade for Christ).

From Central Canada: Calgary’s Centre Street Church, Winnipeg'’s Church of
the Rock, Mennonite Central Committee Alberta, Mennonite Central Committee
Manitoba and Mennonite Central Committee Saskatchewan.

The Canadian Council of Christian Charities “sponsors this employee survey
because we want all Christian ministries to become exemplary workplaces that
model our faith in action,” says John Pellowe, CEO of the council. Details at www.

—BF

WWW.EN.MEASHA.COM

Measha Brueggergosman

-BF / CCCC

pertaining to the Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission.

A popular-level educational resource
on the topic sponsored by the federal
government and native groups is avail-
able at www.wherearethe children.ca.

-BF

Marriage Counselling
Ministry Grows
aring for the Heart Ministries,
a pastoral marriage counselling
ministry headed by John Regier
of Colorado Springs, Colo., is expand-
ing in Canada. Two offices in Montreal
and a third in Edmonton opened in
January.

Regier, a former Lutheran pastor,
developed a way of applying biblical
principles to counselling and has used
it for the past 12 years. It’s his vision
to see counsellors trained across North
America to prevent divorce.

His strategy emphasizes identi-
fying and resolving emotional and
spiritual issues that keep couples from
intimacy in marriage. Prayer and de-
pending on God for healing are key
components.

Regier’s ministry (www.caring
fortheheart.org) expanded into Can-
ada in 2003 under the direction of
Bob Bramhill who pastors a church in
Gorrie, Ont.

“John’s method of counselling is
very scriptural and really gets to the
heart and root of the problems, which
didn’t seem to be happening in tradi-
tional methods of counselling that we
were trying to use,” says Bramhill.

Quebec’s Karen Savignac and her
husband, Daniel, a former Baptist pas-
tor, received counselling from Regier
in 2005. “For us, it was a real turning
point in our relationship. We had a lot
of things to confess, a lot of hurts that

needed to be healed. I saw my husband’s
heart for the first time.”

Merve and Marion Tuplin of Ed-
monton are also branching out as
full-time counsellors in 2008. Regier
helped “show us the hot spots in our
marriage that we needed prayer for,”
they say.

Regier summed it up at an Ontario
seminar in November: “Everyone wants
to be loved. Iinvite Christians to stand
out by caring about others.”

— EMILY WIERENGA

Medical Organizations Diverge
wo Christian associations in the
I medical world that have shared
staff and facilities for 20 years
have decided to move apart.

From 1987 to 2007, the Christian
Medical and Dental Society (CMDS)
and the Evangelical Medical Aid So-
ciety (EMAS) shared many things, in-
cluding one executive director for both
societies and a joint publication called
Focus magazine.

Nonetheless, they have main-
tained separate boards and separate
newsletters. CMDS is an organization
of Christian physicians, dentists and
students. EMAS helps Canadians, es-
pecially medical professionals, with
healthcare initiatives overseas.

The sister organizations reviewed
their goals and needs over the past two
years as they searched unsuccessfully
for a new executive director. In the end
they agreed that each should obtain
their own staff and office space.

Dr. Roger Gingerich, MD, of Stein-
bach, Man., began as a half-time ex-
ecutive director of CMDS (www.cmd-
scanada.org) in March 2007.

EMAS (www.emascanada.org) is
now based in Stouffville, Ont., where
longtime joint employee Ellen Watson
has become director of administration.
Rounding out the leadership team there
is Dr. Walter Woo, director of China
projects, and a currently vacant two-
day per week position of director of

development (and communications).
-BF / CMDS / EMAS
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fter serving 32 years as a lay leader in an Evan-

gelical Missionary church, Fred Clark began

to feel a need to grow closer to God. Regular

worship services were not enough. Although he

appeared mature in the externals of faith, on the
inside “I wanted and needed to grow,” he says.

At first he wasn’t sure what to do. “T had no real idea
what that growth would look like or what was possible.”

So he went to his pastor who recommended the book
Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth.
This well-known book (more than one million copies sold
since its debut in 1978 and named one of the top 10 books
of the century by Christianity Today) is by Richard Foster,
a Quaker from Colorado.

The book includes chapters on meditation, prayer, fast-
ing and study (“inward disciplines”); simplicity, solitude,
submission and service (“outward disciplines”); and con-
fession, worship, guidance and celebration (“corporate
disciplines™).

May / June 2008

Clark’s pastor also recommended Edmonton’s newly
opened Centre for Evangelical Spiritual Formation (CESE,
also known as Urban Sanctuary). Intrigued, Clark joined
one of the centre’s spiritual formation groups in 2006.

At CESF Clark found a place to connect with other
Christians concerned about maturing in faith. Clark had
already accepted the lordship of Christ but at CESF he says
he learned much better how to hear the voice and discern
the leading of the One to whom he had pledged his life.

“Pmnot who I'was,” says Clark. “The process of spiri-
tual formation is one of the most wonderful things that has
happened to me since salvation itself.”

Some observers think Clark’s story has become a com-
mon one, part of a heart cry among Evangelicals today for
a deeper experience of God.

An Evangelical Rediscovery?
“Spiritual formation is certainly not new but it’s being
newly discovered by some elements of Protestantism,”
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explains Victor Shepherd, professor of systematic and
historical theology at Tyndale Seminary in Toronto.

Tyndale has offered a master’s level spiritual
formation program for six years. Today it is the
fastest growing program at the university college
and seminary, and its second most popular.

David Sherbino chairs the program and
also pastors a Presbyterian church. “We have
a really significant program that seeks to em-
brace the whole person” rather than strictly the
intellect, says Sherbino.

Shepherd echoes that point: “Doctrine is

a matter of
the head,
and thisis

an attempt

to halance
the head with
the heart”

denominational tradition is bad. As the Richard Foster
book exemplifies, Evangelicals concerned about spiritual
growth are “willing to consider any perspective
supported by Scripture,” says Thompson.

In some cases that leads evangelical Prot-
estants to reconsider elements of clerical and
pastoral practice rejected as part of the 16th
century Reformation that split Protestantism
from Roman Catholicism.

But at its core the current movement to-
ward spiritual formation is simply a way to go
beyond a surface reading of the word, beyond

a matter of the head, and this is an attempt to
balance the head with the heart.” Such balance, of course,
never means engaging any teaching that detracts from the
lordship of Jesus Christ or runs counter to the logic of
Scripture, Shepherd is quick to add.

CESF founder Len Thompson agrees: “Bad theology
should be rejected.” But not all theology outside our own

casual relationships with others — and beyond a
passing knowledge of God. It is about intimacy and depth.
Discipline is its method.

Changing Spiritual Practices?
As a result of more people turning to practices such as
silence, self-examination, battling the flesh and walking in
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obedience, Sherbino predicts “a major shift in the practice
of spirituality” among Evangelicals.

For instance, while Evangelicals are strong on Bible
study and personal devotions, a more transformative ap-
proach is an ancient Christian practice called lectio divina
(Latin for “divine reading”). This involves an approach to
Scripture that involves preparation, meditat-
ing on the passage and actively responding.

While Evangelicals often have mentors in
the faith, the spiritual formation movement
suggests a formal relationship with a spiritual
director can be most productive.

While Evangelicals are well-read in cul-
ture-current material, the movement recom-
mends a close study of the founders, mystics
and early defenders of Christianity.

Ultimately, becoming intentional about

David Sherbino

It seems to be working. “We’ve seen transformation
in people’s lives,” says Thompson.

A Blessing Not for Everyhody

One of the pastors meeting one-on-one with Thompson, Rick
Heavenor with Millwoods Evangelical Missionary Church,
thinks spiritual formation programs “could be of
huge benefit to the Church as a whole.”

Professor Shepherd agrees: “The movement
will be a blessing to the Church ... [and] do much
to soften denominational rigidities.”

However, the practice of meeting one-on-
one for spiritual direction, which stems from
the Jesuits, is “very new” to Evangelicals. “It’s
not necessarily for everybody,” says Shepherd,
noting the Puritans, Methodists and Luther-
ans have historically cultivated the “inner life”

spiritual growth leads to a surrendered life
affirmed by a godly community. It demands authenticity.
What it does 7ot offer are shortcuts. It precludes, for in-

stance, isolation and quick spiritual fixes.
The disciplined approach of spiritual formation ap-

Recommended Reading

Satisfy Your Soul: Restoring the Heart
of Christian Spirituality by Bruce De-
marest (NavPress, 1999)

Sacred Rhythms: Arranging our Lives
for Spiritual Transformation by Ruth
Haley Barton (InterVarsity, 2006)

Spiritual Disciplines Handbook: Prac-
tices That Transform Us by Adele
Ahlberg Calhoun (InterVarsity Press,
2005)

The Spirit of the Disciplines: Under-
standing How God Changes Lives by
Dallas Willard (HarperCollins, 1991)

The God Who Draws Near: An In-
troduction to Biblical Spirituality by
Michael Haykin (Evangelical Press,
2007)

Note: Most of these books themselves
recommend Christian “classics” such
as The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis, Dark Night of the Soul by St.
John of the Cross and many others. &
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peals to those still
hungry after a set of
worship songs and a
three-point sermon
on Sunday morning
— hungry for “some-
thing deeper” as Law-
rence Jansen, another
CESF participant,
puts it.

“There are alot of
people who are [spir-
itually] hungry,” says
CESF founder Len
Thompson, a former
pastor of congrega-
tional care and a for-
mer counsellor.

Today, Thomp-
son provides spiritual
direction for eight
pastors in Edmonton,
meeting one-on-one,
asking good ques-
tions, pinpointing

spiritually salient points for exploration, encouraging
leaders “not [to] conform to the pattern of this world,
but [to] be transformed by the renewing of your mind,”
(Romans 12:2).
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through various means but with an emphasis
on the larger community.

To some Evangelicals, the term “spiritual direction”
conjures up unpleasant images of putting oneself at the
feet of a self-appointed spiritual expert — the kind of thing
Protestants rejected in favour of everyone reading the
Bible for themselves.

In all fairness, however, it should be noted that some
practitioners prefer the term “spiritual companion” or
“spiritual friend” and instead of “direction” offer simple
accountability and a confidential, objective point of view
on self-directed personal spiritual development.

Heather Hayashi is a spiritual director who works from
a sunny second-storey office at CESF (in northeast Edmon-
ton). Besides touting the benefits of spiritual direction, she
points out how great it is to have a retreat centre within
city limits where you can find “solitude and silence within
the busy pace of regular life.” She attends a Christian and
Missionary Alliance church.

Visitors to CESF can experience that solitude and silence
as part of attending a retreat on the four aspects of intimacy
(with self, others, God and your calling in the world). Or
visitors might find it in the CESF library stocked with classic
Christian books or in one of the small rooms for prayer.

CESF also reaches out to the larger Christian community
through lectures on giants of the faith as wide-ranging as
Evelyn Underhill, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, William Wilberforce
and Augustine. And it has just started to publish a journal
entitled Centered: Thoughts on Evangelical Spiritual Forma-
tion (details at www.urbansanctuary.ca or 780-477-5731).

Institutional Development
Michelle Schurek, a spiritual director in training, says that
at CESE, “Spiritually, I have a place to come and be known,
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http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/1576831302/ref=nosim/christianityc-20
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Clockwise from top: Len Thompson, Fred Clark and Heather
Hayashi. It’s great to have a retreat centre where you can find "soli-
tude and silence within the busy pace of regular life,” says Hayashi.

to ask hard questions and to be taken seriously.”

Schurek, who attends an Anglican church, is also
working on her master’s degree through Edmonton’s
Taylor University College and Seminary, which plans to
partner this year with CESF’s newly opened Urban Insti-
tute of Spiritual Formation.

“We want to expose some of our students to the dis-
cipline and practice of spiritual formation,” says Allan L.
Effa, professor of intercultural studies at Taylor.

According to the course outline for Taylor’s spiritual
formation track, students at CESF will learn “concepts of
repentance, surrender, soul rest and deep joy.”

Such ideals resonate in a culture overwhelmed by work-
place stress. A spirituality rooted in Christian discipline
may be a perfect antidote for what psychologist Shannon
Wagner called “techno-stress and the 24/7 workday” —
something that hits pastors particularly hard.

Besides Taylor, in recent years almost a dozen other
Canadian evangelical seminaries have begun offering new
courses in spiritual disciplines (with titles such as Chris-
tian spirituality or biblical spirituality) as well as electives
on prayer and retreats.

The change is significant. A generation ago many
pastors did not receive training at seminary in the area
of nurturing the “inner life.” The common assumption
seemed to be that right teaching leads to right thinking,
which leads to right action — and that spiritual growth is
a natural by-product of religious activity.

Proponents of spiritual formation argue this Enlight-
enment model places too much trust in human reason and
leaves little room for mystery, and that God should not
be reduced to one or the other. Many also see in spiritual
formation an approach that is relevant to today’s culture,
which in some ways values relationships and is suspicious
of purely intellectual approaches to life.

Besides all those signing up for spirituality courses
at evangelical seminaries, other Evangelicals are look-
ing farther afield. Eric Jensen, a Jesuit brother with
Guelph’s Loyola House, finds “more people from other
[non-Catholic] Christian denominations” attending their
retreats on silence, solitude and various forms of prayer.

“Traditional spirituality seems gradually to be attract-
ing Evangelicals today,” says Jensen.

As if to prove his point, Women Alive, a national
evangelical organization, recently sent out a survey with
questions such as: Do you meet with a spiritual director?
Do you go on monthly personal retreats? Would the topic
of spiritual formation attract you to an event?

These are not questions that would have appeared a
few years ago.

Thompson, the founder of CESF, brings it back to the
simple fact that when you’re in relationship with someone
you spend time together. If people can find quiet time and
learn how to seek God during that time, they are trans-
formed. They begin to live countercultural lives that are
both inwardly fulfilling and outwardly effective. It’s an
idea that has taken hold — and has the potential of taking
root. M

Dayna E. Mazzuca is a freelance writer in Edmonton.
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in Church
Methods

Many churches that aimed to be “seeker
sensitive” 20 years ago are now aim-
ing to be “missional.” What effect might
these trends have in your congregation?

By Doris Fleck

rock song by the band U2

blasts from the speakers as

people pour into Creekside

Church in Waterloo, Ont.,
on Sunday morning. A few stragglers
are still being served their morning cof-
fee when an energetic band begins a
set of worship songs. The fast-paced
hour of worship also includes dramatic
sketches, video clips and a biblical
message. It attracts more than 1,100
people each weekend.

The style of service is intentionally
cutting edge and contemporary, with
Bible-based teaching offered in a way
that is relevant to people from outside
the church.

Creekside is “seeker sensitive,” to
use jargon first popularized about 20
years ago by Willow Creek Church in
South Barrington, Illinois.
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Back then the idea of taking a fresh
look at all aspects of church from the
perspective of visitors and newcomers
was controversial in some Christian
circles. But today it’s accepted as nor-
mal in many evangelical churches.

“Not to be seeker sensitive is to vio-
late Scripture,” says Creekside teaching
pastor Ken Taylor. “If you are going to
bring lost people into contact with you
in any way, shape or form, you have
to be sensitive to them. Now it may
be that you don’t do that on Sunday
mornings, but then I would close the
doors and not put a sign out.”

Growth Through Seekers

In a sense, Christians have tried to be
friendly and inviting to their neighbours
since the early Apostles. But fresh artic-
ulations of age-old values can be helpful

reminders. Centre Street Church in Cal-
gary took such reminders to heart 20
years ago and the Church has grown so
much it almost doesn’t need a sign any-
more. On a Sunday morning you can’t
miss all the cars lined up for a space in
the parking lot.

Henry Schorr, senior pastor for the
past 22 years, has seen the congregation
grow from 300 to more than 6,000 in
weekend attendance (at four services).
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Former Juno nominee Raylene Scarrott leads worship at Calgary’s Centre Street Church during the Easter choir and orchestra concert.

With 2,500 new believers in the past
five years, Schorr says “We’ve spent 25

years praying for what we are seeing
God do now.”

Schorr credits Willow Creek with
helping Centre Street “become more
sensitive to people who are far from
God.” But he explains this is different
from being “seeker targeted,” where

the needs of the seeker determine the
service.

“Following God’s call defines what
we do,” Schorr says. “We don’t look to
the seeker and orient everything around
him. We go to God and say ‘God, what
is your direction?’ ”

Creekside and Centre Street are two
of close to 1,200 Canadian churches af-

filiated with Willow Creek in the United
States. Over the past two decades, Bill
Hybels, the senior pastor of this mega-
church, has been one of the most rec-
ognized proponents of the seeker-sensi-
tive movement. His success in helping
Willow Creek grow to be one of the
largest churches in North America has
changed the way thousands of congre-
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gations worldwide “do church.”

Evangelicals by definition have
always placed a high value on shar-
ing their faith with non-churchgoers
but the seeker-sensitive movement led
many to try reshaping long-standing
church practices — in the process often
frustrating those
who valued them.

For example,
those who love wor-
ship liturgies and
hymns dating back
centuries have been
frustrated by attempts
to restrict music and
language to material
that feels comfortable
for today’s infrequent
churchgoers. Others
have felt frustrated
by a shift in sermon
style toward contem-
porary pop culture
references and away
from close examina-
tion of difficult Bible
passages.

Many congrega-
tions have struggled
to find a blend of
old and new that is attractive to visi-
tors but also enriches the faith of ma-
ture believers.

Taking Church to the Seeker
Another innovation often attributed
to the seeker-sensitive movement is the
multi-site church structure. Take The
Meeting House, a Brethren in Christ
congregation in Oakville, Ont., for
example.

In the late 1990s the church was
outgrowing its rented facility. People
were driving long distances to watch
teaching pastor Bruxy Cavey on a
screen in the overflow room. Then
congregation members from Hamilton
suggested a satellite site in their area.

“We said “That’s a crazy idea. No-
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It's great for seekers to hear disciple-
ship teaching so they know the kind
of commitment it would take to live
the Christian walk: Bruxy Cavey.

body goes to church to watch it on a
screen,” Cavey remembers. But the
group from Hamilton said “We do.”

SilverCity Theatres has now pro-
vided rental for satellite sites in Hamil-
ton, Brampton, uptown and downtown
Toronto and the Kitchener-Waterloo
region. This fall the
Hamilton location will
be birthing a daughter
site and the first long-
distance facility will be
set up in Ottawa.

“If it works we will
be able to planta site in
whatever city wants
us,” Cavey says.

The Meeting House
is a house-church move-
ment that numbers
more than 4,000, with
the Sunday service
being optional, Cavey
explains. Rapid growth
has caused very few
problems since “every-
thing a church does
happens in our house
church. That’s why we
can grow to whatever
size we want and it
doesn’t change our experience of fel-
lowship and accountability.”

Cavey intends that his preaching,
while relevant to seekers, will not be-
come watered down. His 45-minute,
Bible-based messages are geared to
challenge everyone, wherever they are
in their spiritual life. (In Calgary, Schorr
does much the same.) Cavey argues
it’s great for seekers to hear disciple-
ship teaching so they know the kind of
commitment it would take to live the
Christian walk.

Discipleship: The Big Issue

Cavey’s emphasis on discipleship
has become a common one in many
churches this year. The latest push
comes from Willow Creek itself. Last

year Hybels admitted he got “the
wake-up call” of his adult life when
the results of a comprehensive con-
gregational survey clearly faulted the
church in the area of discipleship and
spiritual growth.

Willow Creek’s mission statement
has always been to “turn irreligious
people into fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.” They did this by building
a program-driven church, assuming
spiritual growth would increase with
participation in church activities.

This assumption proved to be
wrong where mature believers were
concerned. Although the survey
proved Willow Creek was making a
big impact on people early in their
spiritual journey, participation in the
church’s programs did not help in-
crease spiritual growth in the more
seasoned believer.

“That survey just rocked my world,”
Hybels says. “It was one of the hardest
things I ever had to digest as a leader.”

Willow Creek’s executive pastor,
Greg Hawkins, expanded the survey to
include more than 500 congregations, in-
cluding Creekside. The results published
last year in the book Reveal: Where Are
You? conclude that many churches are
having difficulty making disciples.

“This is the big battle that all
churches have had throughout history,”
Taylor says. “First of all, how do we
evangelize people and, secondly, how
do we get them to grow?”

Hybels is adamant Willow Creek
will make changes to encourage more
mature Christians to become “self-
feeders” by providing them with in-
struction on how to study the Bible
and engage in spiritual practices much
more aggressively on their own.

Taylor has already made a step in
this direction by eliminating Scripture
passages on PowerPoint during the
teaching at Creekside. The church now
provides plenty of Bibles so people can
look up the verses themselves.
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Clockwise from top: A band leads worship at The Meeting House in Oakville, Ont.;

Calgary’s Centre Street Church often uses

drama and skits; music and dance feature prominently at Moncton Wesleyan Church in New Brunswick.

Taylor, Schorr and many other evan-
gelical leaders in Canada have thrown
their support behind Hybels for his will-
ingness to expose his church to public
scrutiny and look at effective strategies
for true discipleship to occur.

Even Heinz Dschankilic, the dir-

ector of Sola Scriptura Ministries (a Re-
formed parachurch ministry) in Guelph,
Ont., who criticizes the seeker-sensitive
movement for “downplaying the true
cost of discipleship,” still admires Hy-
bels “for having the courage and the
honesty to have a critical evaluation of

where they’ve come from.”

Willow Creek’s research will not be
finalized until the end of April, explains
John Baergen of Kelowna, B.C., director
of The Leadership Centre Willow Creek
Canada. The findings will be made public
this August, followed by a Reveal Con-
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ference at Willow Creek in October to
unpack the results and provide practical
applications for church leaders.

From Seeker Sensitive

to Missional

In the past five years, Baergen has seen
Canadian congregations, including

those associated with Willow Creek,
shift from the aging seeker-sensitive
idea to embrace the idea of “missional”
church.

Cam Roxburgh of Surrey, B.C., dir-
ector of the Missional Training Net-
work, agrees that many congregations
have transitioned from being seeker
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sensitive or “getting them to come” to
trying to be missional or “getting us
to go.”

This is a necessary shift, Roxburgh
explains, since the current generation
is largely unfamiliar with Christianity
and “they’re not seeking the story we
have.”

But Roxburgh quips “There are
700,000 definitions of ‘missional’ ”
since it has become the next genera-
tion buzzword of the church. “When
many people are talking about being
missional, all they are saying is ‘Here’s
another evangelism program.’

“But being the missional church is
not a new program, not a new model.
God is on a mission and He has asked
us to join Him. The gospel is much big-
ger than the saving of personal souls. It’s
the redemption of all things.”

When Roxburgh started Southside
Church in Surrey 15 years ago, he was
heavily influenced by the seeker-sensitive
model for the first five years and then
progressively helped the congregation
develop small mission groups to be in-
volved in their own neighbourhoods.

One mission group befriended
local tenants in a low-income apart-
ment complex, helping fix the play-
ground and spruce up the place. When
they discovered many of these people
couldn’t afford to go out for a meal,
they rented some catering trucks and set
up a candlelit dinner for 120 people in
the apartment’s outdoor courtyard.

“In the end some did start coming
to our church,” Roxburgh says. “But
the goal was to go and be Christ in the
midst of the neighbourhood.”

Now Southside has developed five
campuses — two in Surrey, two in Burn-
aby and one in Langley — to reach these
communities more effectively .

The Alpha Program for

New Believers

Aubrey Kirkpatrick’s experience of
fellowship brought him to Christ.
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And even though he has never heard
the term “missional” before, the
young believer is already actively on-
mission.

Kirkpatrick begrudgingly began at-
tending Moncton Wesleyan Church in
New Brunswick seven years ago for the
sake of his wife and kids. He loved the
(seeker-sensitive) contemporary music,
video and drama but it was the genuine
care that kept him coming back.

He told his wife, “I’ll continue to
go but don’t ever expect me to be one
of those happy smiling faces in the con-
gregation.” Today Kirkpatrick laughs
wryly. “It wasn’t much longer after
that I became one of those faces.”

He credits senior pastor Laurel
Buckingham with leading him to the
Lord and quickly getting him involved
in community outreach through the
Alpha program, a basic introduction
to the Christian faith.

Kirkpatrick, who was soon lead-
ing the Alpha course, says “Everything
became deeper and more meaningful
when Istarted to use my faith in a man-
ner that was helping others.”

In February Moncton Wesleyan
met for the first time in its new 2,000-

seat auditorium — the largest in Atlantic
Canada. Buckingham sees this build-
ing as a bridge to the greater Monc-
ton community as he is
opening it up for secular
events and concerts.

He is also delighted
his church will be one
of 20 satellite host sites
across Canada for Wil-
low Creek’s Leadership
Summit this August.

Pastoring the con-
gregation since 1969,
Buckingham had to
fight a long battle to see
the 69-member church
move from a traditional
format, where all the
readings and hymns were
printed in the bulletin, to a contempor-
ary seeker-sensitive service.

At one point he experienced so
much opposition he says “There was
a petition to vote me out and I signed
it.”

But ultimately he stayed. “Some-
body had to stay with it and break the
barriers and not give up,” he says.

Now the thriving congregation

“Thisis the
big battle that
all churches have
had throughout
history . . . First
of all, how do we
evangelize people
and, secondly,
how do we get
them to grow?”

with the motto “You belong!” has
1,200 members. Buckingham says “I
am believing God to see more things
happen in the next five
years than we’ve seen in
the past 35.”

Looking back over the
past 20 years, many ob-
servers seem to agree that
an increasing focus on
being intentionally seeker
sensitive has brought
more good than ill. Con-
gregations that arrived at
an acceptable place on
the continuum between
traditional and contem-
porary approaches have
found the seeker-sensitive
emphasis to be a tonic to
their faith and the health of their con-
gregations.

All also seem to agree that the time
is now to tackle the problem of how
to encourage seekers, once they have
been found by God, to grow in faith
and spiritual maturity. 08

Doris Fleck of Calgary regularly writes
feature articles for Faith Today.

For Further Reading

On Willow Creek's survey research: www.revealnow.com.
The book Reveal: Where Are You? by Greg Hawkins and
Cally Parkinson can be ordered through www.amazon.
com (not .ca) or www.willowcreek.com.

The Leadership Centre Willow Creek Canada: www.
growingleadership.com.

The Missional Training Network: www.mtnetwork.ca.

For alook at generational change and an argument that
the seeker sensitive moment has passed, check out The
Younger Evangelicals: Facing the Challenges of the New
World by Robert Webber (Baker Books, 2002).

Hawaii’s Wayne Cordeiro will be anchoring the Reveal
Conference with Bill Hybels and Greg Hawkins. His book
The Divine Mentor (Bethany House, 2007) outlines how

to become a spiritual self-feeder.

Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in
North America by Darrell Guder (Eerdmans, 1998) looks
at the relationship between church life and missional
practice.

The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating the Missional Church by
Australia’s Alan Hirsch (Baker, 2006) looks to examples
from the Early Church for today.

The Gospel and Our Culture Network, www.gocn.org,
is a network of Christian leaders who are exploring fresh
encounters of the gospel within North American cul-
ture.

Neil Cole’s book Organic Church: Growing Faith Where
Life Happens explores the missional idea of going to the
places and people who need Christ the most and creat-
ing a church wherever they gather. B
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Dr. Packer is the Board of Governors Professor of Theology at Regent College in Vancouver, a school
he has served for 28 years. Considered a Christian classic, Packer’'s Knowing God (one of his more
than 40 books), was released in 1973 and has sold over a million copies.

blessing controversy rocking The Anglican Church of
Canada (ACC). Packer is honorary assistant in the
largest congregation in the ACC, a church that voted to leave
the ACC and realign with a more orthodox branch of the
Anglican Communion based in South America.
In response, New Westminster Bishop Michael Ingham
sent Packer and other clergy a “notice of presumption of

T oday, J.I. Packer, 81, is embroiled in the same-sex
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abandonment of the exercise of ministry.” Packer (JP)
talked to Faith Today’s Karen Stiller (KS) a little about his
life so far and what is to come.

KS: Was your original decision to leave England and move
to Regent College, Vancouver, a tough one?

JP: Not really. I weighed the pros and cons and took advice.
The reason it wasn’t hard was that, having visited Vancouver,
my wife and I liked it very much. Second, knowing the story




of Regent from the beginning helped. James
Houston and T have been friends since 1945.
I knew I was on the same wavelength as Re-
gent. Thirdly, the job I was being asked to
do was comparable to identical with what I
was doing already, teaching Christian theol-
ogy. And I knew that at Regent I should not
have to do administration as a regular stated
responsibility. Though I can handle it, Thad
a load of it that was heavier than I wished
it were. Then, finally, I had become a sort
of speckled bird in the English evangelical
scene. The prospect of leaving intrachurch
squabbles behind me was a very alluring
prospect. This is, of course, ironical asTam
now deeper in that kind of mud than I ever
have been before.

KS: | was going to ask you about that
after we had warmed up a bit, but let’s
jump rightin.

JP: Pve been sent a copy of Canon 19, stat-
ing the process that is followed for people
who have abandoned The Anglican Church
of Canada. That means they have either
stopped ministering or they have moved
out of Anglicanism to another denomina-
tion. Neither of those categories fits me.
KS: You're not really thought of as a rabble-
rouser. Is this a sad time for you?

JP: I feel it’s simply grotesque because
Canon 19 doesn’t apply to my situation and
for the bishop to act as if it did ... I said
grotesque. I think I’ll say it again. I could
have said ridiculous. I could have said fan-
tastic. I could have used other adjectives but
I’ll stick with grotesque. I do not think a
bishop who has not convicted me of grave
moral or heretical practices is in a position
to revoke my spiritual authority in Word
and Sacrament. The most he can do is withdraw my permis-
sion to minister in The Anglican Church of Canada. Since
the thing that has occasioned this is the decision St. John’s
and other churches have taken to leave The Anglican Church
of Canada, revoking my authority to minister in the ACC
changes absolutely nothing.

So I'm not losing sleep over it. Though over age, I am
still a professor at Regent College and director of the An-
glican studies program at Regent. No action on Michael
Ingham’s part can change either of those things.

KS: When one is entrenched in this kind of struggle, it can
be hard to love your enemies. How do you take care of
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yourself spiritually through this kind of tension?

JP: I can only speak for myself. I don’t have strong feelings
of any sort. It’s so completely irrelevant to the ongoing of
the ministry God has given me. I feel no responsibility to do
something for a diocese that has made the affirmation of gay
partnerships a form of holiness. It doesn’t make me angry.
It’s a matter of principle. I cannot budge.

KS: You have spoken before in regard to this issue, about
points of doctrine that are essential and upon which there
is no compromise, and others where people can disagree.
Which are central?

JP: What is central is the gospel and the authority of Scrip-
ture, which teaches the gospel, and a number of specific be-
liefs that together make up the gospel message according to
the Apostles. One central belief is repentance of sins. In 1
Corinthians 6 we are given a vice list of sins. The gay life is
one of the things on the list. The spirit of the thing is to live
chaste. You are living a new life now in the power of God.
All Pm asking for is to get back to that.

KS: What about other things that Paul says are wrong,
like envy, greed and gossip?

JP: I would simply say that, to the extent to which you give
your heart to envy and greed, to that extent you are putting
your soul in danger. What I can do is stand with my feet
on secure ground and call to those wandering around with
unsure footing. And I will call to them and say: “Don’t risk
your spiritual welfare. Don’t risk your soul. Come and stand
on the solid ground.”

KS: So repentance is always key.

JP: Repentance is the halt, right-about turn, and you travel
in the opposite direction of whatever sin it was that you were
allowing to rule you before.

KS: You've been called one of the most important evangel-
ical theologians of the 20th century. How do you process
those types of accolades?

JP: When I discovered that was what they were saying about
me, I thanked God for keeping me faithful and asked Him
to continue to do so. I'm not a publicity person. I don’t seek
itand I don’t think much about it. People can say whatever
they think. One of the spinoffs I suppose, of people saying
these things about me in the past, is there has been terrific
interest worldwide that ’'m under notice for abandoning
the doctrine of The Anglican Church of Canada. I’ve had
expressions of sympathy from around the world, the far-
thest being South Africa and every station in between. It
encourages me. [ am thankful for it.

KS: Probably the book that a lot of people know you for
the best is Knowing God. Do you know God better now than
when you first wrote that book?

JP: 1 think so. Although it’s a qualitative knowledge rather
than quantitative. That is to say, it isn’t so much that I have
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new discernment I didn’t have before. It
was written in the middle ’60s — a long
time ago now. Living with the truth as T
think I know it, I believe I have a measure
of depth and peace in relation to it that
I’'m not sure I had before. And, well, let
me say it this way: it’s for the Good Lord
and not for me to say whether I know
Him more than T used to. Getting older
affects one’s thinking inevitably. I shan’t
be around for very much longer. P'm in
my ninth decade. The question “Am I
ready to move on?” becomes a more
existential, “thrustful” question than it
used to be.

KS: When you ask yourself that ques-
tion, what is your answer?

JP: 1 think so. And I hope so. But here I
would much rather talk about the faith-
fulness of the Lord Jesus, my Saviour, my
Lord. And the faithfulness of the Father
and the faithfulness of the Holy Spirit.
KS: Presumably you have practised

Truth Search 08

www.truthsearch08.com
Featuring: VMlichael Ramsden
Director of Ravi
Zacharias
Ministries,
UK and Europe
Along with:
Steve Green
From Nashville

s
3 Nights
June 5,6 &7 at 7PM
Kitchener Auditorium
400 East Ave.

Kitchener,
N2H 176

Free will offering will support
HIV/ Aids work Thursday
Challenged Children, Friday
Food Bank, Sat.
Event sponsored by The Watchmen
Celebrating 40 years of God’s faithfulness!

30 / FaithTodey  May / June 2008

spiritual disciplines through the years.
If you were to offer guidance to ayoung
Christian on how to practise them,
what would you say?

JP: 1 think I would say that

What is central

the second is that undiscipline, laziness
and disorder are, from Satan’s point of
view, virtues he values.

After 20 years of not
achieving very much, the

it’s a number of things to- is the gospel minister will have a ner-
gether rather than one par- and the authority vous breakdown, burn
ticular thing. It’s God who of Scripture, which out and' so on and have
calls the shots, not me. teaches th | to be laid off work. It’s
There are some Christians eaches the gospe, inner disorder that pro-

who would say “The big
thing for me was prayer,
Bible study.” And my re-
sponse would be “Well,
that’s where God led you
and God bless you today
and tomorrow.” It’s not

and a number of
specific beliefs that
together make up
the gospel message
according to
the Apostles”

duces these burnouts
and breakdowns most
of the time.

People who work
very hard but have taken
charge of their own lives
— and their lives are or-

that any one particular
thing stands out as having particular
significance in my life.

When I speak in public, I always
have the sense that the Lord Jesus in par-
ticular does and must fill my horizon. He
must increase; I perhaps must decrease.
That sense of things is pretty constant
with me. If there is a particular focus, I
think that is it. I want Him to increase
through me. And that is my privilege,
a sense He has done that. I hope when
the curtains are drawn, people will look
back at Packer and say “Well at least he
tried to practise faithfulness.”

KS: What is your hope for the Church
in Canada?

JP: I hope Evangelicals will practise
unity more and more. We need to stand
together as a solid block as the country
gets more and more secular.

KS: What would you say to someone
starting out in ministry? What guid-
ance would you offer?

JP: I would say that, when you are in
the ministry, you must take charge of
your own time, your own program. You
must discipline yourself. You should
make yourself a timetable for the work-
ing week and try to stick to it. There are
two reasons for that. First, nobody is
going to supervise you very carefully. If
you allow yourself to be lazy and un-
disciplined, no one might notice. And

derly — don’t have burn-

outs. When you are making the best use
of the time God gives you, things are or-
derly. You are living realistically within
the plan you have made for yourself and
you don’t have the inner frustrations
that bring burnout.
KS: But you might have a lot of other
frustrations.
JP: You may have other frustrations.
Being a pastor of a congregation is al-
ways a demanding and difficult busi-
ness. If you’re going to take pastoral
care seriously, you are constantly think-
ing and praying how you can get the
parish to move forward, this way or that
way, people converted or straight with
the Lord - that won’t give you burnout.
That will exercise your pastor’s heart.

I would tell the young minister that
this is the way it will be in ministry and
to get his life in order. You have to find
your own way with God devotionally.
I can only say you ought, as a regular
thing, to be getting words and thoughts
of encouragement and visions of glori-
ous things from the Lord. If you’re not
getting those, you are in a rut. If you are
in a rut, for goodness sake get help. Be-
come a partner with someone you are
accountable to. Walk together.
KS: Dr. Packer, it has been my honour
to speak with you. Thank you.
JP: Well, thank you, Karen. B
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Surprised by Cancer

By Andy Atkins

A Canadian ministry leader finds unexpected surprises
and life lessons in a battle against cancer

ne August afternoon, another perfect day in para-

dise ends. At my desk — precisely at 4:17 p.m.

—something chafes my collar. It’s immediately off

to the office washroom to check it out. Just above
my right collarbone, a peanut-size lump stares back at me
from the mirror.

My next move is to phone home. Should we keep our
big city dinner appointment with a long-lost friend or go
straight to a walk-in clinic? Three months later, dinner ap-
pointments were the least of our worries. Life
and ministry routine was cancelled in favour of
chemotherapy and blood transfusions.

Quietly and without warning, chronic lym-
phocytic leukemia showed up on our doorstep
for a parasitic home invasion. The ensuing jour-
ney uncorked a keg of surprises and life lessons.

Surprise #1: Under the surface of family,
friends and community lurks secret pain and
suffering. Even Sunday morning’s scrubbed, shaved, made-
up and smiley-face veneer covers a fragile mirage. Outing
my cancer opened a floodgate of stories from this silent com-
munity of sufferers.

I was now privy to gory details only insiders usually get
— like blow-by-blow descriptions of breast cancer lesions
and the consistency and colour of post-knee-surgery fluid. I
began to wonder what motivates us to keep so quiet about
our suffering.

Could it be ego? After all, my name suddenly popped
up on the church prayer list. My reputation, if not my iden-
tity, seemed at stake. ’'m Mr. Iron Stomach — wandering into
14,000-feet Andes villages, munching half-cooked guinea
pigs, sipping coco tea and returning home fit as a fiddle. Be-
coming Mr. Cancer made me feel weak and uncomfortable.

Still, ego-bruising was a small price to pay for going
public. As missionaries we’re used to visibility and public
sharing of what is sometimes private. Yet the response to
my cancer news surprised even us. Locally, both small and
large acts of kindness overwhelmed us. Globally, a fine mist
of prayers rose heavenward from every corner of the world,
each droplet focused on our family.

We vouch for sharing the secret — such vulnerability was
well worthwhile. Far from going silent in our suffering, God
shouted His love via His children.

Outing my cancer
opened a flood-
gate of stories
from this silent
community
of sufferers

GuestColumn

Surprise #2: Pain and suffering is unfamiliar theological
territory in our affluent Christianity. Take God’s sovereignty
for example. My niece was the first to say it: “Oh Uncle
Andy, God just can’t let this be happening to you! You’ve
given your life to serving others and to serving Him.”

She wasn’t alone in expressing that. There’s a subtle as-
sumption out there: giving it up for God is supposed to gain
freedom from pain and suffering. However, our missionary
experience is woven with both painful and pleasant threads.
An exemption from pain and suffering is not in
our ministry benefits package.

Sharing our experiences and perspective led
to anironic role reversal. As the sufferer I became
the comforter and the faith upholder. T was even
asked to teach a Sunday school class on suffering
at our local church. As the series progressed [ was
surprised by the nerve we touched. Clearly there
is a profound thirst for a deep working theology
on pain and suffering. That kind of practical theology helps to
arm you before a major storm like leukemia hits. That sure car-
ried my wife and me —actually being immersed in the journey
only confirmed our touchstone verses and passages.

Surprise #3: Cancer’s appearance has a strange throt-
tling effect on relationships. Many felt awkward, even over-
whelmed, and a handful of acquaintances stayed silent for
months. Upon checking in, their apologies were consistent:
they were afraid of saying the wrong thing.

This fear is valid. Awkward people descend into clichés,
some definitely jarring. In contrast, one of my most touching
memories is of silence. A gruff, tough, hard-nosed tradesman
in our congregation grabbed my hand and shoulder. His moist
eyes looked straight into mine. Twice he tried to say something
only to shake his head. Finally he gave up, almost suffocated
me with an embrace and walked away.

Such silence communicated TLC as effectively as
anything verbal I have heard before or since. Awkward
maybe, but 100 per cent love, deeply spoken. We vouch
that awkward words or awkward silences do not make
things worse. Reacting to these three surprises morphed
into actual analysis. Here are my top-five lessons:

5. Comforting words don’t always comfort. Out of
heartfelt goodness, we were told things like “at least leu-
kemia is a good kind of cancer.” In contrast, the e-mail that
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said “Cancer sure sucks!” oddly touched my heart. We were
going through a death of sorts — death of life as we knew it
of hopes, dreams, aspirations. We needed time, space and
permission to grieve this scary, traumatic and downright
awful house guest called leukemia.

4. The right time for just showing up is called “anytime.”
Immediate family members weren’t even aware of each and
every time I needed another’s presence. I probably wasn’t
either. Four or five times I curled up in a fetal position, drop-
ping into depression. Each time God sent friends — unan-
nounced and unpromised — to pull me out of that pit. They
responded to that still, small voice in their hearts, phoned
ahead and dropped by. What a life-saver for me!

3. Information overload works against recovery. I jammed
a four-inch binder full of Internet information. Our ears perked
up every time leukemia was mentioned on TV, in obituaries or in
conversations. Many times I couldn’t avoid giving into the scary
stats or news of another leukemia death. We finally shut down
our research, choosing to stick to one source — our oncologist.

2. There’s value in just doing stuff without waiting. What a
blessing to hear “Call me if there’s anything I can do to help.”
However, initially we were so distraught that making a phone
call required a will and commitment beyond us. The friends

and family who brought a casserole, mowed the lawn, gave a
ride, cleaned the house top to bottom or put up Christmas lights
probably still don’t realize the tension they removed.

1. Scripture doesn’t automatically comfort or restore or res-
cue. It actually felt counterproductive. I needed time to process
these biblical foundations at a later date in order to rediscover
their truth within my new reality. In the season of diagnosis and
discovery, my fear overtook my faith, at least for a time.

Now for my final surprise. Before getting cancer myself,
I would have been Exhibit A for the very things that were
painful to me during my illness. Probably I still am. I guard
my privacy, especially in life’s aches and pains. When not
in a theological mood, I expect God to be more Santa than
Sovereign. With the exception of close friends and family, I
awkwardly skirt around those in pain and suffering. ’'m still
not sure if I live out all the lessons I learned.

At least one thing has changed during the last year-plus
while walking the CLL journey. ’'m now comfortable and at
home being Mr. Cancer. It’s a place where there’s strength in
weakness. Not at all a bad place to hang out.

Andy Atkins is general director of Emmanuel International. He
lives in Port Perry, Ont.

Scnpture.
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A Church You Should Know

Harvest Bible Chapel,

Oakyville, Ont.

By Stephanie Tombari

PHOTO COURTESY HARVEST BIBLE CHAPEL

The congregation worships at Harvest Bible Chapel, Oakville, Ont.

learned from Harvest Bible Chapel, a vibrant church

community in Oakville, Ont., the second Canadian
church planted by Harvest Bible Fellowship out of Illinois
(known for its radio program Walk in the Word with James
MacDonald)

Harvest Bible Chapel began as a small Bible study early
in 2003. The young congregation soon united with an exist-
ing church, Calvary Baptist, and relaunched in April 2004.
Today 1,300 attend the church each week, some coming to
worship from as far away as Port Dover — almost 100 kilo-
metres away.

Church members at Harvest dig deep in God’s word
believing that no outreach committee, project or program
will ever pour out God’s grace if not firmly planted in bibli-
cal truth. The church’s leaders trust that, when people love
God enough to go deep with their faith, God makes a point

G o deep, and let God go long. That’s the lesson to be

to pour out His grace far beyond human imagination.
Sound easy? Not at all. But the congregation is committed
to taking the difficult road — even if that means upsetting
some people along the way.

Why Neighbours Know About This Church
“We’re not making it [Christianity] popular,” says Robbie
Symons, senior pastor. “It’s not easy growth. Whenever
you’re going to stand up and open up the Bible you’re going
to offend as Jesus did. T have people walk out on my sermons
frequently. People leave, but then there are people coming
too. They are starving for grace and truth.

“So many ministries are good at grace or truth. Why not
try to be good at both grace and truth?

“One of our greatest goals is that people would encoun-
ter God —not experience God,” Symons continues. “If you
encounter God, you’re going to change. Something will
change. When you encounter God, He will speak to you.”
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When that happens, “people will leave
and, when they come back, they bring
their friends. The reason is that there
is nothing that compares to encounter-
ing God.”

The Mission Statement That
Moves Them

“The number one thing that we’re try-
ing to do is to glorify God,” explains
Symons. “We keep things really simple
here.”

Harvest prizes being biblical despite
the human tendency to set the bar much
lower than the Bible prescribes. “Our
flesh wants to do that,” says Symons.
“We have to die to the self more than
we’d like. But it’s biblical.”

“I don’t say the word ‘missional’
often because I don’t care [for the term]
to be honest,” he continues. “First things
first: the Great Commission. Don’t let
what’s good become the enemy of what
is best. If all you’re thinking about is ‘mis-
sional,” it could be something that gets
in the way of what is best. What is best?
Loving God first, then loving others.”

The Breadth and Depth of an
Outreach Mindset

Harvest has several successful outreach
programs including a seniors luncheon
and a radio ministry in addition to pro-
viding lunch for 125 high school stu-
dents each week while seeking to teach
them about Jesus. But Symons insists the
church focuses first on deepening faith
before reaching out to others through
community projects and programs.

“If you focus on the depth of your
church God takes care of the breadth,”
Symons explains. “There has been so
much focus on the breadth but a lack
of focus on the depth. We are called to
grow in Christ.”

“God is jealous for His own glory,”
he continues. “When people are alive
in Christ, it is so powerful. We’re not
going to go out and establish all these
[program] initiatives until we’ve estab-
lished the depth. It’s easy to become

so ‘missional’ that your people aren’t
changing. And if you’re not changing
you’re not in the will of God. The will
of God is your sanctification. That’s
pretty clear.”

Seeking to Mirror
Neighbourbood Diversity

If you’re going to have an authentic
ministry in the Greater Toronto Area
you have to mirror diversity, explains
Symons. “Oakville is predominantly
white but we get people from Toronto,
Brampton and Mississauga. We have a
strong Colombian [immigrant] contin-
gent as well.”

Despite Harvest’s recognition of
the diversity represented in its pews,
Symons calls on the church to be reflec-
tive of Christ first. “I’'m not so big into
holding up multiculturalism as a sign of
godliness,” says Symons. “Don’t build
your church on that. Build your church
as disciples of Christ.”

Omne Challenge for the
Congregation

Symons hopes to see members of the
congregation become better at over-
coming their fear to share the gospel
openly with others. “We’re good at say-
ing ‘Come to church with me’ but we
need to increase our ability to share the
gospel on the spot. We’ve got a series
coming up focusing on teaching people
about evangelism. We’re going to do
evangelism training. Over five weeks,
you pray and ask God to help you share
the gospel with one person.”

For Harvest Bible Chapel, deep
faith in God’s truth should go along
with any genuine expression of God’s
grace. “An authentic ministry will of-
fend at times,” says Symons. “Truth it-
self is offensive. I think we have swung
so far to the grace side; it’s time to call
back some truth.” H

Stephanie Tombari is a freelance writer in
Burlington, Ont. Read all the profiles in
this ongoing series at wwuw.faithtoday.ca.
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God at Work in Denominations

Risking Significance

By Ben Chandler

A challenge for churches to put significance ahead of security. We need
to take risks for the health of the church and the sake of the gospel

ecurity and significance are the two basic motiva-
tions at play in people’s lives, and they often gov-
ern the preoccupations and decision-making in the
Church.

Both are rooted in human nature, but people choose
which will trump. It is clearly seen in the response of those
Jesus called to follow Him: security-minded men held onto
their material goods and wanted to “first go bury my fa-
ther.” Others left their nets or tax tables intrigued with the
prospects of being part of an endeavour of
eternal consequence. Catching fish provided
security but fishing for people bespoke sig-
nificance.

The entire life of Christ from His tempta-
tions to the cross was dominated by a mission.
The pulse of the Early Church was its capti-
vation with that transformative enterprise.
They were motivated by the significance of
what God was up to. The early Christians
were able to limit their inclination to safety so
that they might experience something much more meaning-
ful and satisfying. Even martyrdom made sense.

Current analysis of church life cycles (at multiplying
church.net) unveils how such motivations determine where
a congregation is on the bell curve of incline, recline or de-
cline. Churches on the incline are characterized by risk-tak-
ing, evangelism and life-transforming ministries. Churches
in recline are focused on facilities, programs and adequate
finances to maintain a respectable, viable congregation.
Churches in decline, prompted by a questionable future,
become obsessed with survival and preservation, desperate
for the tenuous security of hanging on to what they have.

At all points on the curve, the vitality of the church is
determined by the compelling motivation for being and
doing.

The age profile of a congregation can often reveal the
dominant motivation of its members. Typically, older peo-
ple tend to be more security-conscious than youth. Young
people are attracted to a setting where something of God-
present significance is happening. Just doing church well
isn’t enough to challenge them to risk and sacrifice, let
alone to make a life commitment.

Will the inclination to security of the aged dominate

Churches
on the incline
are characterized
by risk-taking,
evangelism and
life-transforming
ministries

the church’s culture or will the hunger for significance,
characteristic of the young, drive the agenda?

David Murrow, author of Why Men Hate Going to
Church (Thomas Nelson Pub., 2005) points out how
gender often dictates the driving factors that shape the
culture of a congregation. He suggests that females tend
to be more naturally security-conscious than males — thus
the environment of established churches is often more
conducive to the comfort level of females than males.

Why should we wonder that the resultant
gender imbalance is so noticeable? Males
generally are more inclined to risk, adven-
ture and big-picture significance. Men are
more apt to respond and hang around where
they are challenged on these levels. One only
has to recall how George W. Bush, in 2004,
garnered more than expected women’s votes
by promising a priority of national security.
Men, on the other hand, were attracted to
the idea that “warriors” would sacrifice and
make a difference in the world.

Regardless of age or gender factors, church leaders are
responsible to rise above personal inclinations and appeal
to the motivations that, objectively, pull people to Kingdom
goals, the significance of which must trump lesser aspira-
tions. The security-obsessed invite boredom, whereas ex-
hilaration awaits those who encourage risk for significant
reasons. The zest of our walk with God and the vitality of
our churches will betray what motivates us and our local

body of believers. Hi

Ben Chandler serves the 29 congregations affiliated with the
Church of God (Anderson, Indiana) in Western Canada as team
leader of the division of co-operative outreach. This column
continues a series by leaders of affiliates of The Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada listed at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/

affiliates.
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Ask a Theologian

Are Paid Ministers or
Volunteers Better for

the Church?

By Bernie Van De Walle

ven a few years ago, this question wouldn’t have

had the same relevance it has now. However, we

live in a culture of growing affluence, growing

professionalism and growing litigation. Each of

these, in its own way, has led to a trend among churches,

especially larger metropolitan churches, to replace volun-

teers with paid staff who carry with them some level of

professional experience and credential. The question rightly
arises, “Is this necessarily a sound and healthy trend?”

Undoubtedly there is value in having pro-

Without the Incarnation, the ministry of the Cross and the
Resurrection is impossible.

If a church and its members are to be involved in truly
“Christian” ministry, they too must be involved in an incar-
national ministry. Like Christ, the church must be present
and near to its world, engaging it, not keeping its distance.
The church’s ministry, like Christ’s, must be self-giving and
personally involved (John 15:13, John 10:11). While it is
not to be “of” the world, it must be “in” it.

The responsibility of this ministry, however,

fessionals undertake many of the ministries of a Incgrnatlon is not merely corporate. It is not merely the re-
church. Paid professionals may provide a level is the sponsibility of the church but the responsibility
of excellence, efficiency and creativity beyond God-ordained of each Christian. The gifts, talents and oppor-
the capacity of lay volunteers. Certainly the means for tunities for ministry will vary from person to

church wants its ministries to be of the highest
calibre. Even more certainly, if ministry is to
be done in the name of Jesus, there is no room
for shoddiness.

Yet despite the practical advantages the hiring of pro-
fessionals may seem to have, this question has deep theo-
logical implications. The Church is called to and has a
responsibility to minister in this world. The ministry to
which it is called, however, is a particular one. It is not
simply called to minister. It is called to continue the ministry
of Jesus Christ.

Therefore, to be true to its calling, a church’s ministry
must follow in the mould of the ministry of Jesus. The goal
of the ministry of Jesus Christ is to seek and to save those
who are lost, to redeem humanity from the effects of the Fall.
Therefore, the ministries of the church, like the ministries of
Christ, must be as far-reaching as these effects.

Yet a church must consider more than the goal of Christ’s
ministry. It must also consider the means. Foundational to
Christ’s ministry and, therefore, at the heart of Christian
ministry today is incarnation.

The eternal Son’s taking upon Himself the human con-
dition was not ancillary to the ministry of Jesus Christ.
Rather, incarnation is the God-ordained means for solving
the human tragedy.

It is through the Incarnation that the Son, in the per-
son of Jesus, lived among the people (John 1), identifying
with them in their weakness (Hebrews 5:2) and serving as
an example for them (John 13:15, 1 Corinthians 11:1).
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solving the
human tragedy

person but, like Christ, each Christian must be
personally involved in meeting the needs of a
lost world.

If to be a Christian is to be a follower of
Christ, certainly one cannot divert from following Christ
in this most fundamental of ways. If the Incarnation lies at
the base of Jesus’ ministry, if personal presence and personal
self-giving form the heart of His ministry, how can it be any
different for those who claim to be His followers? To follow
Christ means to be involved personally in ministry.

Thus the current trend to professionalism must be sure
neither to dissuade nor to deprive individual Christians from
being personally involved in the responsibility and privilege
of ministry. Yes, the hiring of professionals has clear and
compelling advantages. But for the good of the church, the
Christian and the world, it must never be allowed to replace
incarnational ministry.

The professional must be the equipper and encourager
of individual ministry. God did not send another, nor did
He simply provide the resources for ministry. In the person
of the Son, God was incarnate, ministering to the needs of
people. How can the Christian who professes to follow Him
do any different or any less? O

Bernie Van De Walle is an associate professor of theology at Am-
brose University College and Seminary in Calgary. Representa-
tives of 10 seminaries affiliated with The Evangelical Fellowship
of Canada take turns writing for this column. Please send your
questions to: FTeditor@efc-canada.com or Faith Today, Ask a
Theologian, M.1.P. Box 3745, Markham, ON L3R 0Y4.
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A New Earth

By James Beverley

Vancouver spiritual writer Eckhart Tolle, promoted to millions by
Oprah, has a good understanding of sin but not of Jesus Christ

prah Winfrey is probably the most influential

female spiritual leader in the world today. When

she chose Eckhart Tolle’s A New Earth for her

book club, the publisher had to do a new print
run of four million copies. Oprah then decided to do a
Monday night series of Internet broadcasts with Tolle. That
led up to a million viewers per night. A year ago Oprah
was pushing The Secret but she now calls her promotion
of Tolle the most exciting and important

Religion Watch

from other Christian writers and that her work suffers from
an unnecessary foray into American politics.)

Nonetheless, there are some positive factors in Tolle’s
New Age teachings.

Unlike many New Age teachers, he has a profound
awareness of the reality of human sin. He writes of the
need to realize that “the ‘normal’ state of mind of most
human beings contains a strong element of what we

might call dysfunction or even madness.

thing she has ever done. Her original en- Tolle is offer ing We only need to watch the daily news
dorsement for Tolle’s first book The Power a New Age on television to realize that the madness
of Now turned it into a bestseller and this S pl ritu ality, has not abated, that it is continuing into

new round of promotion has made him
the biggest name in the current spiritual
marketplace.

Eckhart Tolle lives in Vancouver but
is a native of Germany. Before moving to
Canada he did some academic study at the
University of London and at Cambridge
University. He went through years of de-
pression, even contemplating suicide, and
then experienced a spiritual awakening in
the midst of all the emotional turmoil.

And what is the form of his enlightenment? Did he dis-
cover Jesus who is the light of the world? Well, not quite,
although he writes highly of Jesus. His discovery, he says, is
that the path to peace is found within us.

Yes, Tolle is offering a New Age spirituality with the
usual emphasis on a new consciousness, the unity of reli-
gions and the identification of humans as divine.

Oprah’s endorsement of Tolle and his New Age mys-
ticism has already created a firestorm in some Christian
circles. You can watch a host of pastors on YouTube de-
nouncing Oprah, for example. She is even being referred
to as the Antichrist.

(One Christian writer, Carrington Steele, has created
enormous Internet traffic by indicting Oprah, Tolle and, be-
lieve it or not, Barack Obama all together. Steele’s perspec-
tive is pretty clear from the title of her video and printed
material: Don’t Drink the Kool-Aid. Her video clip on You-
Tube has been seen by hundreds of thousands of people.
Steele herself has now been a target of Christian critique.
Some cult watchers claim her book plagiarizes material

with the usual
emphases on a
new consciousness,
the unity of
religions and
the identification
of humans as divine

the twenty-first century.” A New Earth
has some very profound descriptions of
human folly and evil, both at the indi-
vidual and collective level.

Tolle is also very good at seeing that
the popular routes to peace don’t work.
Salvation does not come at the end of
a better job, good looks, more money,
fame, power or sex. He is great at warn-
ing against the allures of advertising and
pop culture. On these matters, Christians
must appreciate Tolle’s awareness that the material world
is not sufficient to meet humanity’s deepest needs.

Christian readers will be saddened, however, to note
where Tolle has gone astray. Though he speaks with enthu-
siasm for Jesus, he distorts the person, teaching and work
of Jesus to suit a New Age ideology. Rather than offering
the gospel in its simple (not simplistic) focus on Jesus as
the only Lord and Saviour, Tolle offers a very confusing,
numbing proposal. Basically he asserts that our problems
will be solved as we awaken to our status as Being itself.

In promoting Tolle, Oprah continues to leave behind
her Christian roots in search of a spirituality that owes less
and less to the Jesus Christ revealed by Scripture. H

James A. Beverley is professor of Christian thought and ethics at
Tyndale University College and Seminary.
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Preparing Students

For Life and Mmlstry

Ministry in the Marketplace

ACTS SEMINARIES

Ministry in the marketplaces of life can

be enhanced with a master’s degree from
ACTS Seminaries. So redefine your ministry
through the next level of your educational
pursuits. “Seminary” education offers more
vocational options than traditionally thought.

Programs at ACTS are culturally rel-
evant and academically sound and lead to
various vocational options. From teaching
to preparation for doctoral studies, from
leadership in a Christian or secular agency
to counselling in a group home, from
translating the Bible into a new language
to offering hope as a chaplain, the options
are clearly many.

A university undergraduate degree is a
great match for entry into ACTS Seminaries.
Some prerequisites may apply. But an under-
graduate degree, regardless of major, provides
a good foundation for admission to a master’s
degree from seminary. In fact, a general uni-
versity degree may be a great match for min-
istry because it provides an intellectual com-
mon ground and enhances relational bridge
building with your target group.

Six seminaries, one great education: Am-
brose Seminary, Canadian Baptist Seminary,
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Canadian Pentecostal Seminary, Mennonite
Brethren Biblical Seminary, Northwest Bap-
tist Seminary, Trinity Western Seminary.
Come to ACTS Seminaries at Trinity
Western University. Visit: www.acts.twu.ca;
e-mail: acts@twu.ca; or call 888-468-6898.

———

Modular master’s
BRIERCREST SEMINARY
Earn a Master’s degree — one week at a time!

Briercrest graduate education is built
around one-week modular courses that im-
merse students in a learning environment
that combines scholarship, spirituality and
open discussion between professors and
students from a variety of denominational
backgrounds. The modular format is ac-
cessible and flexible, opening the doors to
education for a wide spectrum of students,
including those actively engaged in work
and ministry elsewhere.

Briercrest Seminary offers a variety of
Master of Arts (MA) and Master of Divinity
(MDiv) degrees in the areas of biblical stud-
ies, counselling, leadership, theology and
pastoral ministry. We also offer a one-year
certificate that can be completed through Bri-
ercrest Distance Learning. Certificate students
can continue to complete a Master of Arts

degree with as little as ten weeks on campus.
Caronport, Saskatchewan, located an
hour west of Regina, is a quiet and safe com-
munity with modern facilities. Christian edu-
cation is provided for students at every level

in Caronport — from kindergarten to master’s.

The low cost of living and moderate tuition
fees make this an ideal place to pursue grad-
uate education. Call 800-667-5199 or visit
www.briercrest.ca for more information.

A unique learning environment
CAPERNWRAY HARBOUR BIBLE CENTRE
Situated on Thetis Island on B.C.’s beauti-
ful west coast, Capernwray Harbour Bible
Centre offers a one-year, practical, in-
depth Bible training program.

Knowing Jesus Christ as our risen and
indwelling Saviour, life and Lord is the
common goal. Students of all ages, de-
nominational backgrounds and nationali-
ties who are serious in wanting to know
Christ are welcomed.

The Bible school curriculum covers a
majority of the Old and New Testament
books in classroom studies. Unique learning
tools such as discussion seminars, personal
study projects and journal summaries are all
incorporated to help students work through

WWW.DESIGNPICS.COM
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the deeper significance of God’s revelation
of Christ as life in His written word.

The student body, of approximately
135, joins with the Capernwray Harbour
staff team to create a community intent
on knowing and serving Christ and fellow-
shipping within that context.

Many outreach opportunities, both lo-
cally and internationally, are available to
students throughout the year.

Capernwray Harbour trains men and
women relationally for “full-time Christian
service regardless of occupation.”

Visit www.capernwray.ca or call 250-
246-9440 to learn more or to apply online.

Laying the groundwork

CHRIST FOR THE NATIONS BIBLE COLLEGE
Dare to dream - and lay the groundwork
for life and ministry.

At Christ For The Nations Bible College
(CFN), you won't just learn about worship
and prayer in the classroom; you'll experi-
ence worship and prayer in our daily chapels.

You won't just learn about evangelism;
you'll be taken to the edge, as you share
your faith like never before.

And you won’t just learn about the
Holy Spirit; you'll experience the dynamics
of a Spirit-filled environment.

CFN offers exciting bachelor’s degrees
in pastoral leadership, music and worship,
cross-cultural missions, urban ministries
and Christian studies. We have graduates
in full-time ministry around the world.

Our one-year discipleship and ministry
adventure program, NEXUS, will help you
grow in your faith and envelop you with
deeply held beliefs — while preparing you
for the larger world. Whether your future
includes work, university or vocational
training, NEXUS can get you ready.

High academic standards, coupled with
practical hands-on experience, makes the
CFN experience worth checking out. Con-
tact us: 888-999-2364 or_info@cfnc.ca; or
check out our website at www.cfnc.ca.

Learning to live well
COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE
Are you looking for adventure? Do you
want to grow in your faith, prepare for a
career and meet life-long friends? Colum-
bia Bible College is an accredited college
in beautiful Abbotsford, B.C., dedicated to
preparing people for a life of discipleship,
service and ministry. The classroom sizes
are small, and the faculty and staff are
personable and dedicated to the students.
Hands-on learning, semesters abroad,
internships and mission trips are all part of
the education at Columbia. Practical learn-
ing meets academic learning in our seven
majors. Columbia offers four-year Bachelor
of Arts degrees, two-year diplomas and
one-year certificates. Check out opportu-
nities in biblical studies, caregiving and
counselling, early childhood education,
intercultural studies, outdoor leadership,

worship arts, and youth work. Or come
for one year to grow in discipleship and
academics, and experience the adventures
in the outdoors, missions, ministry and
classroom through our Quest adventure
discipleship program.

Come visit our campus, check out our
website at www.columbiabc.edu, or call us at
800-283-0881. Columbia is preparing people
for a life of discipleship, service and ministry.

A+ rating

THE KING’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

The Globe and Mail University Report
Card gave King'’s University College an A+

R EGENT

Admissions Deptment

5800 University Boulevard
Vancouver, BC Canada V6T 2E4
1.800.663.8664 Fax: 604.224.3097

admissions@regent-college.edu
www.regent-college.edu/FO48

Regent is ready for you. Our new library is open. The
building is renovated. All we need is you. This summer
we'll have courses on justice, poverty, spirituality, poetry,
the Psalms, the environment and more. And teachers like
Marva Dawn, Bruce Waltke, Paul Stevens, Mark Noll,
George Marsden, James Houston, C. Stephen Evans,
Susan Phillips, David Gill and others.

(A plus) rating for “over-all student sat-
isfaction.” It was the only one in Canada
— of any size — that scored that well. In
addition, King’s chemistry professor, Dr.
Peter Mahaffy, recently received the pres-
tigious 3M Canada Teaching Fellowship,
Canada’s top teaching award.

At King’s you’ll not only earn a bache-
lor’s degree, you'll tackle real-world ques-
tions and discover what your faith has to say
about your career. You will have the free-
dom to ask the questions you want to ask.

King's offers fully accredited bachelor’s
degrees in the arts, humanities, music,
social sciences, natural sciences and com-

Regent
a Colelgge

AN INTERNATIONAL
GRADUATE SCHOOL
OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES
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Only one can be first.

At Prairie God is first. So we
continually honour Him by
improving our offering. Those
improvements are creating results
for our students.

the

Employment
high 90’s

innovative offerings like our

rates in and
Ministry, Aviation and Nursing
programs mean you can put God
first when it comes to pursuing
your purpose. Maybe it’s time you

took one more first look at Prairie.

Learn more.
Call us at 1.800.661.2425 or
visit us online at www.prairie.edu

A

PRAIRIE

Building a passionate Body of Christ
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merce/management, as well as a Bachelor
of Education after degree. King’s currently
serves almost 600 students from across
Canada and abroad, representing more
than 16 nations. Faculty are highly quali-
fied, dedicated Christians committed to
academic excellence and communicating
a Christian perspective in their teaching.
Students are challenged both inside and
outside the classroom to apply what they
learn to life and their future careers.

Small class sizes, affordable on-campus
housing, exciting student life activities, a va-
riety of scholarships and bursaries, and edu-
cation from a Christian perspective round
out the advantages of attending King’s.

Website: www.kingsu.ca. E-mail:
admissions@kingsu.ca. Phone: 780-465-
8334. Toll Free: 800-661-8582.

Effective evangelical leadership
MCMASTER DIVINITY COLLEGE

Quality theological education within an
evangelical learning community; access to
student resources on a world-class univer-
sity campus; ministry preparation through
Ministry Formation placements and re-
flection seminars; financial aid packages,
including four merit entrance scholarships;
being part of a diverse student body - all
this and more is available to students at

McMaster Divinity College.
Located in Hamilton, Ontario, the Mc-
Master University campus is a reasonable

Science - Commerce -

A+ for Student

commute from many areas in southern
Ontario, and students have access to the re-
sources on the university campus. Opportuni-
ties for spiritual growth and ministry develop-
ment are available through our cutting-edge
Ministry Formation program, which provides
integrative ministry experiences, and our
faculty are always available to provide pas-
toral guidance. In addition, McMaster has
many special learning events, such as the
Gladstone Festival of Preaching and the H.H.
Bingham Colloquium in New Testament.

Programs available include Master of
Divinity, Master of Theological Studies, Di-
ploma in Ministry and Certificate in Chris-
tian Studies. The Master of Arts in Christian
Studies and the PhD in Christian Theology
provide students with an opportunity for
more in-depth study in biblical studies,
theological studies, or ministry studies.

Contact us today and find out how
McMaster Divinity College can prepare
you for effective evangelical Christian
leadership in the 21st century. Visit
www.macdiv.ca.

Three in one

PRAIRIE

Prairie is made up of three distinct colleges.
Prairie Bible College is Canada’s oldest

Bible college and specializes in training

effective workers for churches and other

Christian ministries, both at home and

around the world. It offers accredited

Music - Education

Satisfaction

King's was the only one in Canada to
receive an A+ rating for

"overall Student Satisfaction”in the
Globe and Mail University Report Card.

For more great reasons
to attend King's,

log on to kingsu.ca

1.800.661.8582

edmonton, alberta

KING’S

UNIVERSITY

COL LG E
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four-year Bachelor of Arts programs in a
variety of areas, including ministry, theol-
ogy, intercultural studies, and performing
arts and worship. The college also offers
two-year Associate of Arts programs and
one-year certificates.

In 2006, Prairie opened the first col-
lege in Canada created to deliver two-year
vocational programs in conjunction with
Christian higher education. Prairie College
of Applied Arts and Technology offers pro-
grams in health care, education and land
management. Students graduate with a
two-year Associate of Arts that contains
courses in Bible and theology as well as
earn a provincially recognized diploma in
their chosen vocational field.

In a recent audit, Transport Canada
indicated that Prairie’s aviation students
score higher on their flight tests and writ-
ten exams compared to students at other
Transport Canada-licensed facilities across
the nation. Our desire is to continue to
train quality missionary pilots. To ensure
this, the program is now offered through
the new Prairie School of Mission Aviation.

Learn more. Visit www.prairie.edu or
call toll free 800-661-2425.

More than a classroom

REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Discover how to integrate your career
objectives with your desire to live out
your faith to the fullest. Redeemer Uni-

COLUMBIA

BIBLE COLLEGE
ABBOTSFORD, BC

leadership
equipment

McMaster

Divinity Gollege

www.columbiabc.edu

Equlppmg
Leaders.

At MacDiv, our goal is to develop
eftective Evangelical Christian
leaders who are equipped for
ministry in the 21st century. Explore
MacDiv at www.macdiv.ca and you'll
see why graduate students from all
academic disciplines, including arts,
husiness, and science choose
seminary training... and why MacDiv
is their preferred choice.
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versity College offers more than 40
majors and minors leading to a Bachelor
of Arts, Bachelor of Science or Bachelor
of Education degree. Redeemer is a liber-
al arts and science university that equips
you with a comprehensive education that
encompasses a wide variety of disciplines
while allowing you to specialize in your
main area of interest. You will find profes-
sors who are committed to helping you
discover who God created you to be and
what it means to live out your calling.

University life is so much more than a
classroom. At Redeemer, you will discover a
style of campus living that focuses on build-
ing a vibrant community. Imagine living in
a two-storey townhouse, cooking, cleaning
and eating with those who will become
some of your closest friends. Redeemer is
located in Hamilton, Ontario, and there
are plenty of opportunities for you to get
involved, both on and off campus. From
varsity sports to volunteer and service proj-
ects and student government, each activity
serves to grow your faith. Start your journey
at www.redeemer.ca.

Redeemer University College ... Dis-
cover all things in Him.

An empowering community
REGENT COLLEGE

Regent College is an empowering commu-
nity of Christians committed to equipping
people to live and work as mature fol-

lowers of Christ in the vocations to which
God has called them.

Students representing a wide variety of
nationalities, denominations, vocations and
stages of life come to Regent to explore
God'’s call on their lives within a challeng-
ing and supportive community. With an
exceptional faculty, and 35 visiting scholars
every spring and summer, Regent College is
an established international graduate school
providing theological and interdisciplinary
education for the whole people of God.

Visit www.regent-college.edu to learn
more about Regent.

A firm foundation
SUMMIT PACIFIC COLLEGE
More than just a classroom education,
Summit Pacific College is a vibrant learning
community committed to fostering excel-
lence in knowledge, spiritual growth and
ministry experience. Whether you come for
a one-year discipleship program or a four-
year degree, your Summit experience will
lay a firm foundation for the rest of your life.
Study in Christ-centred classrooms
with faculty who are actively investing in
students’ lives. Live with young people
who are serious about developing their
gifts and serving their communities. Wor-
ship in weekly chapel services with a dy-
namic body of believers. And finally, apply
your learning through weekly ministry and
internship opportunities.

us online to learn more:
www.Taylor-Edu.ca/beard

Who's the Guy with the Beard?

Pictured at left is one of history’s giants,
and rather than tell you about ourselves
we’d like to tell you about him. Just visit

When you know who he was and what

he accomplished and how he did it, you’ll understand us a bit
better, too. We love great stories, and the story of this man is
one of our favorites. Who knows? — maybe we can even help
write your story.

At Taylor, we’re always learning - come and learn with us!

TAYI OR

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AND SEMINARY

EDMONTON, AB

Accredited University Degrees (3and 4-year)
Distinctively Christian, Decidedly Academic
ADMISSIONS INQUIRIES:
admissions@TaylorU.ca / 1-800-567-4988

Taylor Alumni Homecoming, July 4-6, 2008 - Please join us!



http://www.redeemer.ca
http://www.regent-college.edu
http://www.Taylor-Edu.ca/beard
http://www.redeemer.ca
mailto:admissions@TaylorU.ca

EDUCATION

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Summit offers a Bachelor of Arts in
Religion with majors in counselling foun-
dations, pastoral theology, church music,
youth leadership, biblical theology, and
intercultural studies. Students can also
earn a Bachelor of Arts in General Studies
through Trinity Western University with
courses taught by university professors
right on the Summit campus.

If you're looking for a dynamic one-
year discipleship program, consider
Omega Global. This is one year of inten-
sive discipleship with foundational biblical
teaching, mentoring, team building and
hands-on ministry experience. At the end
of this program, the team travels overseas
for several weeks of life-changing global
outreach.

Check out our website, www.summit
pacific.ca, for more information.

Christ-minded leaders
TAYLOR UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Taylor University College is a Christian lib-
eral arts institution in the finest traditions
of evangelical scholarship. Located in beau-
tiful southwest Edmonton, Taylor is built
on a tradition of excellence going back 67
years, first as CTl then as North American
Baptist College. In 2002, the school be-
came Taylor University College and Semi-
nary, named for |. Hudson Taylor, one of
the great figures of the 19th century.
Taylor grants provincially recognized

three- and four-year Bachelor of Arts de-
grees in English, psychology, religion and
theology, social science and general stud-
ies. It also provides a number of university
transfer programs, applied emphases, spe-
cializations and certificate programs that
include business, music, education, youth
work, leadership, intercultural studies,
Christian studies and worship arts.

Taylor Seminary offers courses that
directly prepare students for vocations:
intercultural studies, pastoral counselling,
theology, hermeneutics, Greek, Hebrew,
personal development/spiritual formation,
preaching and worship, and more. Taylor
Seminary offers one-, two- and three-year
programs, and opportunities for field study
and supervised ministry are provided.

Taylor University College and Seminary
boasts an outstanding faculty and a thriv-
ing academic environment. Our hope is
that students will become effective lead-
ers whose lives reflect Christ’s example of
selflessness — “Christ-minded leaders who
make a difference in the world.” Visit www.

Taylor-Edu.ca/beard.

summit

pacific college

Forming leaders

TYNDALE SEMINARY

Tyndale Seminary will equip and form
you to understand the mission of God

in the world and participate in the work
God is doing. Tyndale, Canada’s leading
seminary, is the school of choice for many

University College

TYNDALE

Your one
hope for your classes?

i

What's your one best option for university? Tyndale.

www.tyndale.caluniversity

416.218.6757 [ 1.877.TYNDALE

-
Tyndale offers BA and BRE degrees.
One-year certificates are also available.

Toronto’s Christian University

--YEAR OMEGA PROGRAM
*TWO-YEAR CERTIFICATES
*THREE-YEAR PIPLOMAS
«BA in RELIGION

Fcounseling

L |

oundations
+biblical theology
+church ministries
+church music
+intercultt Idies

+youth leadership

www.summitpacific.ca
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EDMONTON, ALBERTA

&
VA N G UA R D $1000 scholarships

We're taking care of students

DEVELOPING INNOVATIVE SPIRIT-FILLED LEADERS

... YOU can
just FEEL it.

www.vanguardcollege.com | info@vanguardcollege.com | toll-free : 1-866-222-0808

TYNDALE

Seminary

FORMATION
FOR MISSION

How does Tyndale form
you for the mission of

the Church? PRACTICAL PREPARATION
FOR MINISTRY
Classes and internships provide
valuable experience

INSPIRATIONAL AND
EXPERIENCED PROFESSORS
Be challenged and mentored by
world-class faculty

EXPANSIVE AND
INTEGRATED CURRICULUM
Over 20 programs of study

TRANS-DENOMINATIONAL
COMMUNITY OF FAITH

Build partnerships with people and
churches of various denominations

TORONTO - A WORLD

OF OPPORTUNITY
Numerous learning, ministry and
employment opportunities

Tyndale Seminary offers degrees and graduate diplomas with flexible learning
options, such as modular programs, Seminary Online and Distance Education.
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students with a variety of callings.

As a transdenominational evangelical
seminary, Tyndale forms leaders for the
ministry, marketplace and global mission
of the Church.

We offer many majors to choose from,
so you can tailor your education to those
areas in which you have been gifted and
called.

We provide master’s degrees in theology,
divinity and theological studies, and gradu-
ate diplomas in Christian studies, missions,
pastoral and Chinese ministry foundations,
and spiritual formation. A newly designed
Doctor of Ministry (DMin) degree with a
focus on leadership will begin in May 2009.
We also offer ministry training for people fo-
cusing on certain ethnic communities.

Some programs are available in a modular
format, allowing you to attend class for just
one day each week and earn your degree
without leaving your occupation or ministry.

Tyndale provides practical preparation for
ministry, an engaging faculty, a transdenomi-
national community and the opportunity to
study in Toronto, with its many growth and
ministry opportunities.

Visit www.tyndale.ca/seminary or call
877-TYNDALE, locally 416-218-6757, for
more information.

Unique educational experience
TYNDALE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
What's your one hope for a Christian
university? Do you want a quality edu-
cation and relevant career preparation
while engaging your faith? Then Tyndale,
Toronto’s Christian university, is the place
for you. We offer a unique educational
experience, including a caring community
of faith, small classes, rigorous academic
programs and world-class faculty.

Tyndale offers Bachelor of Arts (BA) de-
grees in business administration, psychol-
ogy, English, history, philosophy, human
services, religious studies and more.
Honours degrees, which will advance
your preparation for a career or graduate
school, are available for many programs.

We also offer Bachelor of Religious Ed-
ucation (BRE) degrees with focuses in pas-
toral ministry, general ministry or youth
ministry. One-year certificate programs are
also available.

For students with an undergraduate
degree and an interest in teaching, Tyndale
now offers a fully accredited consecutive
Bachelor of Education program.

Located in Toronto, we provide a safe
environment, several ministry and internship
possibilities and the opportunity to interact
with diverse cultures and denominations.

Tyndale, founded in 1894, is a trans-
denominational Christian university that
welcomes students from different faith
backgrounds and traditions. Visit us and see
what we have to offer. Visit www.tyndale.ca/
university or call us at 877-TYNDALE, locally

416-218-6757, for more information.
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Feel it for yourself

VANGUARD COLLEGE

With so many factors to consider in choos-
ing a school — price, programs, accredita-
tion, housing — we sometimes forget to
investigate for ourselves the school’s atmo-
sphere. Do you know what the spiritual life
of the school is like? What part does chapel
play in the life of the student body? What
is the style of worship? How about the stu-
dents themselves, are they friendly? How
do current students feel about the school?
These questions are not easily answered by
brochures and websites; it's something you
have to experience for yourself.

We are convinced that with just one
visit to our campus you will feel it for
yourself; God moving in chapels and class
times, worship that is modern and free,
and a body of students that will welcome
you as part of a family. Offering degrees,
diplomas and certificates, Vanguard Col-
lege is dedicated to developing innovative
spirit-filled leaders. Whether your passion
is children or youth, missions or pastoral
ministry, TESOL or worship studies, we
have a program to prepare you for ministry
in an accredited, affordable and Spirit-filled
environment.

Come feel it for yourself here at Van-
guard College.

12140-103rd Street, Edmonton, AB T5G
2)9. Tel.: 866-222-0808. Website: www.
vanguardcollege.com.

Preparing responsible citizens

YEW CHUNG EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

Based on the moral and spiritual values of
Christianity, Yew Chung Education Foun-
dation has been providing all-round early
childhood, primary and secondary programs
to the young generation in greater China
for 75 years. With the focus on preparing
students to be responsible citizens of the
emerging global civilization who have a
sense of personal and social responsibility,
we develop students’ ability in different as-
pects by using the best elements of Eastern
and Western traditions and culture.

At Yew Chung International School,
we are committed to fostering students’
spiritual, academic, physical, social and
emotional development. An open outlook
is nurtured in each student; and students
are encouraged to develop their talents
and contribute actively to the society.

Following the expansion of the Foun-
dation in greater China, educators joining
Yew Chung will have an opportunity to
develop their teaching careers in rapidly
growing areas where teaching and learn-
ing are equally important.

We offer a promising package including
gratuity, housing, paid vacation and tax-
saving program to teaching staff. We believe
that staff members are our greatest asset.
They bring our education to success. Visit
www.ycef.com/jobs. B

amazing biblical training
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Arts & Culture

HoPE IN TROUBLED TIMES:

A NEwW VIsION FOR CONFRONTING
GLoBAL CRISES

Authors: Bob Goudzwaard, Mark Vander Vennen and David
Van Heemst

The ominous shadows cast by threats of global crises have
left much of western civilization, and not a few Christians, in
a state of moral paralysis. This book seeks to move readers
beyond cynicism.

It presents the hopeful vision of three
Reformed Christian intellectuals: two are
professors (economics and political science)
and the third directs an Ontario social ser-
vices agency.

With unflinching realism they examine
worldwide poverty, environmental degra-
dation and widespread terrorism. Using the
biblical notion of idolatry, the authors chart
how genuine needs can take on an ultimate
status within a culture. These ultimate ends
- and the designated means to fulfil them
—take on a life of their own as the people involved relinquish
control. Legitimate needs become tyrannical gods with their
own twisted versions of justice and truth.

After tracing such dynamics in history (the French Revo-
lution, for example) the authors turn to today’s global scene.
Their results are unsettling.

They suggest that otherwise noble desires for the pres-
ervation of identity, material prosperity and national se-
curity bear the marks of false gods. False gods justify all
manner of economic, military and technological systems
that perpetuate the problems the systems were authorized
to solve.

The authors do not propose a new policy alternative for
this grim situation. Such a solution would easily become
co-opted by the false gods.

Instead, they call readers to unmask false gods by retriev-
ing the meaning of truth and the practice of justice as con-
ceived in the Hebrew Scriptures. The truth about creation
clears the way for human action free from slavery to false
gods and opens the way for the practice of peace.

This account stands out for the attention the authors pay
to the spiritual dimension of “material” problems.

While their analysis clearly has Christian roots, they
go to great lengths to invite different perspectives into the
conversation. It remains to be seen if the leaders of various
religious and political communities will be able to agree
with their diagnosis and, more importantly, come to a
common understanding of truth and justice. Certainly the
stakes are high enough to merit consideration.

—DUSTIN RESCH

Baker Academic,
2007. 254 pages.
$21.99 (paper)
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MUSIC REVIEWS

SALVATION STATION
Artist: Newworldson

SG/vation Station is an energetic, rootsy release
from Newworldson, a lively foursome from Niagara
Falls with an infectious sound and an inspirational
message. Drawing from traditional influences of
old-school rock, '60s R&B, ‘70s funk, gospel, jazz and reggae, they
cleverly uncover the lost truth of how soul music got its name.

Newworldson won a pair of 2007 Covenant Awards (from the
Gospel Music Association of Canada) and their independent debut
CD/DVD Roots Revolution has been nominated for a 2008 Juno Award.
The band recently signed with Nashville’s Inpop Records, releasing
Salvation Station as their major label debut.

This CD is a throwback to the roots of modern music but is de-
livered with pristine recording quality and a fresh, current flavour.
The disc was self-produced with Ontario’s Justin Koop and has a
“live-off-the-floor” vibe showcasing the band'’s skilful musicianship
and squeaky-tight performance. Lead singer/songwriter/keyboard-
ist Joel Parisien is brilliant, with a rich, soulful voice a la Lyle Lovett,
Harry Connick Jr. or Bob Marley. Yet he remains contemporary, even
adding hip-hop flare with human beat-boxing on a few tracks. The
bandmates all shine as stylistic groove-masters, moving effortlessly
through diverse genres.

Poised to reach listeners with the gospel message and move be-
lievers toward unity and revival, they are truly “new world” evangelists
— bold and unapologetic about their faith and comfortable whether
their audience sits in church pews or on bar stools.

Lyrically, the songs are uncomplicated. “Working Man” is conta-
gious, highly danceable and sounds like a theme song from a James
Bond flick. “I am a working man / oh yes | am / | am a special agent
of the Lamb.” The funky “Borderline” calls for commitment: “There’s
aline in the sand / have you chosen where you stand?” The delight-
ful “City Bus Lovesong” is about the joy of walking daily with God.
“Sweet Holy Spirit” is a slow, bluesy prayer of surrender, reminiscent
of Percy Sledge’s “When a Man Loves a Woman.”

Salvation Station is a fun-filled ride on a lively gospel train visit-

InPop Records,
2008. $12.99.
WWW.hew

worldson.com

GLITTER OF DIAMONDS
Author: N. |. Lindquist

Canadian writer N. J. Lindquist has written a fast-paced
“whodunit” set in the world of Major League Baseball. This
is the second in a series of novels featuring methodical Inspec-
tor Paul Manziuk of the Metro Toronto police force and his
new partner, Jacquie Ryan, an ambitious young cop who lives
with her all-female, three-generational family.

The novel revolves around Rico Velasquez, a top-notch,
new Cuban pitcher with a monstrous ego and an uncontrolled
temper. Stasey Simon, an acid-tongued sports talk radio host,
suggests on-air that he be taught a lesson. He is later found
murdered and she becomes the second victim.

The cast of characters includes people from the various
sports media, the team’s members, management and owners,
Velasquez’s Cuban wife, Alita, and his Canadian mistress, Eva
a poor little rich girl with a Marilyn Monroe fetish.


http://www.newworldson.com
http://www.newworldson.com
http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/0801032482/ref=nosim/christianityc-20

ing the roots of North American music. But don’t expect to find any
deadening veneration of history here. This is fresh music-making, draw-
ing from the Motown sounds of Detroit to Memphis gospel/blues
and New Orleans zydeco. The resulting journey is a joyful celebra-
tion with a heavenly destination. All aboard! —ALl MATTHEWS

SURROUND

Artist: Jon Bauer

For a CD that's billed as a worship album, Surround,
Jon Bauer’s second album, certainly rocks hard enough!
Crossway “Awaken,” the first song, opens with a power-pop
Records, 2007.  barrage of slashing guitars and pounding drums that
$19.99. www, doesn’t let up much for the next two songs. Luckily,
on-bauer.com . . , . "y
this only helps to drive Bauer’s infectious, radio-friendly
melodies. It also reinforces his lyrical message of encouragement to
the Church to live out its worship to God.

That power-pop approach lessens somewhat in “Holy Lord,”
the first of five softer, quieter, more acoustic guitar-driven pieces
that could be thought of as “typical” of worship music. This softer
touch carries on through them all, even though that driving beat
and those hypnotic, layered guitars creep into the choruses of “Giver
of Life,” “A Love to Die For” and “Glorious to Me.”

That strong guitar work returns to usher in the beginning of “It
Was Your Love,” which quickly becomes an almost acoustic tune
with a charged electric chorus.

The last song, the traditional “Holy Holy Holy (You are Holy Lord)”
is one of the artist’s favourites. His treatment of it is quite different from
that of the other nine songs. “Holy Holy Holy” begins with a simple
piano under the familiar refrain and builds slowly into a full-blown
rocker. Hmm, maybe not quite so different after all.

Overall, Bauer takes a fairly straightforward approach to produc-
tion. His instrumentation ranges from those wall-of-sound guitars
to a simple acoustic backing with some keyboards here and there.
Both tactics support his light voice well. The sound mix is very hot
and absolutely crackles with life. Just like the artist.

An itineratint worship associate with the St. Albert Alliance
Church, just outside of Edmonton, Bauer released his debut album,
Life of Worship, in 2005. He won the 2007 Shai Award for new artist

Glitter of Tbe story moves W.ell and keeps th.e reader
guessing to the end. Amid all the interesting char-
s | ACtETS, some of whom do their own investigating,
' Manziuk and Ryan seem almost remote, plod-
ding away at finding the

of the year. He has travelled extensively to sing, speak and minister
to multigenerational churches and events.

His passion shows in this album through the fire of the music
and the conviction of the lyrics. —TERRY BURMAN

FAITH INSIDE
Artist: Allen Froese

Faith Inside launches with a thumping trio of EEESENEGETE
drums, electric and acoustic guitars. The song |
“Praise You” reaches to a God who is “far above

o . : : Renown Records,
the heavens” and invites listeners to give Him the 2008. $16.99.

“highest praise.” From the outset Allen Froese’s www.allenfroese.

intentions are clear: to lead people of faith closer <M.

to God through worship.

While Allen Froese has been leading worship and writing songs
in Ontario for over a decade, Faith Inside is his first CD. Recorded
at Emmanuel Studios in Toronto by Juno Award-winning producer
Carmon Barry and mastered by George Graves (whose past clients
include U2 and Bryan Adams), Faith Inside has a very polished feel.
Froese’s passion for biblical expression of praise comes through
clearly as a result, and has drawn strong affirmation from other
worship leaders such as Jody Cross and Noel Richards.

The energy of the opening track continues well into the CD with
“Who Is This King?” and “Let Our Worship Rise,” which calls for “our
worship to rise up” to God “as a fragrant sweet aroma.”

A more reflective pace is blended well throughout the CD with
songs such as “The Name of the Lord Is Great” and “We Bow at
Your Feet.” The final song, “Let Revival Fall,” brings back the high
energy, calling for revival to “sweep this land” and inviting the Holy
Spirit to “be forever near.”

A challenge for contemporary worship music is bringing fresh
lyrical imagery and style to what can be a familiar format. faith
Inside’s upbeat songs are strong and will move many to praise, but
it is the slower songs where even greater creative strength at ex-
pressing adoration is revealed. Allen Froese is clearly someone with
a passion for worshipping God and a gift for helping others do the
same. Those looking to deepen their Faith Inside through worship
will find this CD a helpful boost. —HENRY VANDERSPEK

turning suspense and yet get to grips with the big questions
of life and faith. However, if you enjoy murder mysteries
with colourful characters or baseball or both, this book will
provide a satisfying read. —CHERYL BRISTOW

killer.

Lindquist has au-
thored books in a variety
of genres and co-founded

M. J. Lindquist

MurderWillOut a Canada-wide associa- R e sto re a wo m a n 5

l;/lg)i‘steries, 22?67'95 tion for Christian writ-
ages. . .
(pap‘;)g ers and editors called

The Word Guild. She
makes a few attempts to insert her
faith into the personal stories of the
characters but the pace of the book

makes this effort feel a bit odd. It is www.wrcanada.org & WORLD RELIEF

not an easy balance to maintain page-
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Classifieds

Classified ad deadline for July/August 2008 issue: May 23

Chief Academic Officer of
Bethany Bible College
Candidates sought who are visionary spir-
itual leaders within Wesleyan theological
tradition, with strong academic adminis-
trative experience. See criteria at www.bbc.

ca/positionsopen.

Program Director & Professor
of Children’s Ministry at
Bethany Bible College
Successful candidate will give leadership
to preparing ministers in the field of Chris-
tian education with a primary focus on
ministry to children. Wesleyan theolog-
ical tradition. See criteria at www.bbc.ca/

positionsopen.

Called to Ministry?
Called to Preach? The Canadian Evangel-
ical Christian Church offers ministerial

R EGENT® G COLLEOGE

Regent College announces a search for a
Vice President, Finance and Administration

Administration.

as the successful candidare is available.

of Canada.

Letters of application along with
curricula vitae should be sent to:
Dir. Rod Wilson, President

Regent College, 5800 University Blvd

presidentsofthee @ regent-collegeedu

credentials to those who qualify. Contact
us at: cecconline.com; cecc@rogers.com;
1-888-981-8881.

Tel.: 705-222-5025

E-mail: FTads@efc-canada.com

tions or request a job description and applica-

tion from: Alex.Ibrahim@awmcanada.org,
search committee or 888-624-6170.

Executive Director
Arab World Ministries (AWM) — Canada
is inviting applications for the position of
Executive Director.

AWM is an international, evangelical
and interdenominational mission expressing
faith in Christ through love for Muslims. We
exist to exalt Jesus Christ through word and
deed, making disciples and establishing ma-
ture, multiplying churches among Muslims
of the Arab world wherever they reside.

The successful candidate will be respons-
ible to the Board of Directors and work in
co-operation with AWM’s other interna-
tional leaders. He or she will be a leader with
proven skills in management, administra-
tion, resourcing and communications.

This position is salaried but requires
fundraising. Applicants may direct their ques-

Regent College, an evangelical graduate school of Christian studies located in Vancouver,
British Columbia, invites applications for the position of Vice-President, Finance and

The Vice President, Finance and Administration is a# member of rthe senion
management team of Regent College, serving on the President’s Cabinet along with
the Vice President, External Relations, the Academic Dean, and Dean of Students.

Under the authority of the President, the Vice President, Finance and Administration
is responsible for the long range planning and daily operations of the non-academic
administrative systems of the College including Finances, Facilities, Information
Systems, Human Resources and the Bookstore. This position will commence as soon

The deadline for applications for this position is May 30, 2008.
A full job deseriprion is posted ar www.regent-college.edufjobs.

Vancouver, BC VOT 2E4, Fax: 604,224, 30097

While we welcome all applicants, in accordance with Canadian immigration
regquirements, priovity will be given to Canadian citizens and permanent residents

i3

AWM IMTERMATIONAL
GRADUATE SCHODIL
OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES

Worship Pastor
Christ Community Church in beautiful Na-
naimo, British Columbia, is seeking a full-
time Worship Pastor to lead its congregation
and praise teams in vibrant corporate wor-
ship to a multi-generational church. Respon-
sibilities include recruiting and mentoring
music and worship leaders, promoting the
worship arts, and providing spiritual leader-
ship for the worship ministry of the church.
The person will work closely with the lead-
ership team to fulfil our vision of shaping
the next generation of spiritual champions.
For a detailed job description and informa-
tion on Christ Community Church, visit our
website at www.cccnanaimo.ca. Send inquir-

ies or resumés to cccnanaimo@shaw.ca.

Director of Leadership
Development - Baptist
Convention of Ontario & Quebec
The Baptist Convention of Ontario and
Quebec invites applications for Director of
Leadership Development. This individual
will lead a dynamic and evolving minis-
try to inspire and equip BCOQ pastors,
church leaders and ministry volunteers to
be Christ-focused leaders who serve His
kingdom through local churches, BCOQ

ministries and the workplace.

BCOQ is an equal opportunity employer.
All candidates whose training, experience,
aptitudes and adaptability meet the require-
ments for the job will be considered, subject to
acceptance of the BCOQ lifestyle policy.

Further information about this position
is available at: http://www.baptist.ca/pas-

tors/job-postings.php.

The Search Team will begin reviewing
applications on May 15, 2008. Please sub-
mit letters of application and resumé by mail:
BCOQ Leadership Search, 100-304 The East
Mall, Etobicoke, ON M9B 6E2 or e-mail to:
kbellous@baptist.ca.
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Classifieds

Classified ad deadline for july/August 2008 issue: May 23

Canada’s Christian
Job Source
Search for a job and place your resumé on-
line at MinistryEmployment.ca. We have
a ministry client list of over 400 Canadian
Christian employers.

Director of Operations
Evangelical Missionary Church of Canada is
accepting applications for Director of Opera-
tions. This is a senior management position
in the EMCC. For a detailed job posting visit
our website at www.emcc.ca, and click the

Ministry Opportunities tab.

Principal
JK to Grade 8. 140+ students, very secure fin-
ancial base, 50 acres, half-hour west of Ot-
tawa. Send resumé to Alan Kearns, Calvary

Christian Academy at alan@careerjoy.com

or visit www.calvaryca.com under Career

Opportunities.

Christian Student Residence
and Guest Room in Montreal
www.residencema.ca; 514-843-4356.

Write! Canada
Canada’s largest conference for Canadian
writers who are Christian. A complete exper-
ience for all writers, beginner through profes-
sional. June 12 to 14, 2008, in Guelph, Ont.
To register, go to www.thewordguild.com

ful completion. For more information,
call 306-922-0100 or visit our website at
www.worldoutreach.ca.

Leadership Development
For Women
A little taste of Bible College in an afford-
able and accessible way for any woman!
Plan to attend the School of Women’s Min-

Tel.: 705-222-5025

E-mail: FTads@efc-canada.com

istries. Winnipeg, MB and Langley, BC: Fall
of 2008. Edmonton, AB: Fall of 2009. Con-
tact: Linda Ozirney at liozirney@mts.net or

WWW.womensministry.ca.

JUNK or JEWEL?
Poems, essays, manuscripts: you write it and Il
critique it honestly and fairly. Detailed analy-
sis, reasonable cost. David the Friendly Editor,
403-443-5319 or helpedit@telus.net.

Cateh [he Spieit
1230

Christian Radio in Southern Ontario

www.JOY1250.ca

or phone 519-886-4196.

Christian Book Publishing
We make book publishing simple for Christian
ministries, authors and writers. Free consulta-
tion. Gus and Beryl Henne (formerly with Es-
sence Publishing). info@DAAPublishing.com.
Toll-free: 888-485-2224.

On-Campus Training Program
CHAKAM School of the Bible offers a
brand new, 52-week, full-time, on-cam-
pus training program called First Nations
Biblical Counselling Specialist Diploma.
Option for International Indigenous Stud-

ies in Peru, South America after success-

Restore a family.

www.wrcanada.org

i el

& WORLD RELIEF

CANADA

May / June 2008 FaithToday / 51


mailto:FTads@efc-canada.com
http://MinistryEmployment.ca
http://www.emcc.ca
http://www.worldoutreach.ca
mailto:liozirney@mts.net
http://www.womensministry.ca
mailto:helpedit@telus.net
mailto:alan@careerjoy.com
http://www.calvaryca.com
http://www.residencema.ca
http://www.thewordguild.com
mailto:info@DAAPublishing.com
http://www.wrcanada.org
http://www.JOY1250.ca

YEW CHUNG EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

e
'O"-'\'

>

Yew Chung Education Foundation operates Christian values-based
schools in Hong Kong, Shanghai, Beijing, Chongqing, Qingdao and Silicon
Valley. Our schools offer programs at the infant/toddler age through high
school. We are experiencing rapid growth and therefore seek professional
educators to teach at our various schools.

SECONDARY TEACHERS PRIMARY TEACHERS

History Primary EAL

Geography Upper Primary
Geography/Economics

English EARLY CHILDHOOD TEACHERS
Mathematics

Art ECE teachers

Chemistry ECE Co-ordinator

Special Educational Needs Infant Toddler Learning Program

University Guidance Counsellor

General requirements for Yew Chung international school teachers:
You must be a native English speaker with excellent verbal and writing skills
You have a B.Ed. or equivalent

You have two to six years of teaching experience

You have both specialization and teaching experience in the subject that you intend
to teach

You are positive and flexible when dealing with work and people

S S«

Interested candidates please apply online at www.ycef.com/jobs and registration is
free. Please remember to fill out your work experience and education details in order for
us to make an informed decision about your application.

For more school information and details of the teaching positions, please visit our website
at www.ycef.com.

Personal data provided by job applicants will be used for recruitment purpose only.
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Princess Zulu, a speaker at MissionFest Toronto 2008,
worships with other participants.

Photo courtesy MissionFest Toronto
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Make The Connection.

Real Help For Real Needs.
KENNETH COPELAND

Kenneth Copeland Ministries understands life is complex. Whatever stage you are at in life MINISTRIES %
we can help. Our ministry provides the tools and resources for what matters most in life -
from family to finances to finding your purpose. Please visit www.real-help.ca WWW.REAL-HELP.CA

CANADA
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INTELLIGENTLY DESIGNED,
WITH MINISTRY IN MIND.

T1EEfE Wy jobt da A Cchemizt 1o

vtudy ab KCTT The challzaatng

ASTARMERLS ARA RAKAS=TH
pievishier helped e Lo becomi
A deepey bhlphen Ap aviicalate
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pibe oAy do sapeAk lnto blibvanl,
HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED THAT COMPELLING SENSE GOD PUTS ON OUR nlture={mpnct|ing Shyiating
HEARTS THAT IT'S TIME TO FOLLOW HIM INTO A NEW CHAPTER OF LIFE? vommi il ties. i sYEALivE Jiag)
Caving professavs WADL CREEvER
we o A% | puvaue (ds dveams
1oy Had .-1r."

STEPHANIE HALL, FORMER CHEMIST
ACTS GRADUNIE MASTER OF DIVINITY

AS YOU EXPLORE WHAT YOUR MEXT CHAPTER HOLDS,

U 3
OF TRIMITY WESTERM UMIVERSITY
604 .513.2019 WWW ALTS. TWLLCA
1.888.468 687 ACTS@TWLU.CA CAMADIAN DAPTIET SEMIMARY = MENHOHNITE BRETHREN RHILICAL SEMINARY ¢ CANMADIAN THECH DGICAL BEMIMARY

HOETHWEST BAFTISEY SEMMANY » THINITY WESTERM SERiNARY = CasanaN FENTECOSTAL SEMIMARY
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